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NATO's ‘Southern Flank Strategy’ Analyzed 


BR1002152895 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
10 Feb 95 p 3 


[Article by Pierre Bocev: “NATO Turning Sights to 
Mediterranean”} 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A new awareness of the 
danger? A need for a new enemy? These are probably two 
reasons why NATO has decided to develop a “southern 
flank strategy” directed at the Mediterranean and no 
longer solely at the traditional threat from the East. 


The Atlantic alliance’s Council, which comprises the 
ambassadors of the Sixteen, has decided this week to 
open a dialogue with Egypt, Israel, Morocco, Tunisia, 
and Mauritania. 


Once long and complicated preliminaries such as diplo- 
matic contacts, various visits. and seminars are over, the 
goal is to put together a common strategy against 
Islamism and confront the increasing danger of nuclear 
proliferation in the region. 


However, no one considers eventually letting these coun- 
tries—and others, as the list is not restrictive—apply for 
membership in the Partnership for Peace which encom- 
passes former Warsaw Pact nations: There is no talk of 
either military cooperation or joint maneuvers. 


The event of nuclear materials or missiles made in the 
now decaying USSR winding up in countries such as Iran 
or Libya is considered a serious risk by NATO experts. 
Obviously, Teheran and Tripoli are not included in the 
list of those states invited to take part in the future 
“dialogue on security.” 


The other country conspicuously missing from the pro- 
ceedings is Algeria, even though it has been on every- 
one’s mind as the potential epicenter of an Islamic 
explosion. Clearly, the Atlantic alliance does not want to 
seem to be siding with the Algiers government, which is 
exactly what the opposition would not fail to proclaim 
had Algeria’s current rulers been included in the new 
initiative. [passage omitted] 


This is a real enough challenge; one only needs to think 
of the hijacking of an Air France aircraft during the 
Christmas season, or the 30,000 casualties of what Alain 
Juppe calls a “quasi-civil war” in Algeria. However, such 
a new awareness Is not exactly revolutionary: Security in 
the Mediterranean is an issue that was already touched 
on by NATO defense ministers—including Francois 
Leotard—in September 1994, during an informal 
meeting in Sevilla. 


The decision to implement a genuine “strategy” with 
respect to this issue is for a large part due to NATO's 
perceived need for a new purpose. After the collapse of 
the USSR, neither the Chechen inferno nor the quagmire 
that is the former Yugoslavia were enough to warrant the 
existence of an alliance created to take on “the Evil 
Empire.” [passage omitted] 
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Morocco, Tunisia Said Interested in NATO Talks 
BR1302161395 Madrid ABC in Spanish 12 Feb 95 p 44 


{Report by Francisco de Andres: ““Morocco and Tunisia 
Will Be the First Arab Countries To Establish a Dialogue 
With NATO”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels—According to state- 
ments made by NATO sources yesterda: . Morocco and 
Tunisia have informally expressed their interest in 
opening a dialogue for cooperation with NATO. They 
may thus become the first countries to benefit from a 
plan approved last Wednesday whereby diplomatic con- 
tacts are to be immediately established with these two 
countries as well as with Mauritania, Egypt. and Israel 
with a view to developing a model for cooperation. 


The talks NATO's General Secretanat will henceforth be 
holding with those countries are noi part of any precon- 
ceived plan, and therefore will be quite distinct from 
initiatives suc” as the so-called Partnership for Peace 
(PFP), which was devised by the United States to attract 
the Central and Eastern European countries. PFP provides 
for the exchange of “intelligence” as well as for joint 
military exercises and regular political contacts with over 
20 countries which have subscribed to the agreement. 


The Spanish initiative for the moderate Arab countries 
and Israel does not rule out an PFP-type formula in the 
long term, which however would be “applicable to 
individual countries and in no case would be a collective 
arrangement.” NATO sources indicated that “the aim 
now is to embark on an exploratory stage” im order to 
explain what NATO stands for to these five Mediterra- 
nean countries (Mauritania has been included because of 
its proximity to the Canary Islands), identify their 
defense needs, and outline a model for cooperation. 


The second stage will involve deepening cooperation and 
enlarging it to other countries in the region. 


Upon announcing the agreement adopted by the Atlantic 
Council, allied sources stressed that “we are not trying to 
create a holy alliance with the moderate governments in 
order to oppose fundamentalism.” Rather. the aim is to 
project security southward as was done formerly in the 
case of the Warsaw Pact. 


Turkey subscribed to the decision to start the dialogue, 
but it made a point of emphasizing all its reservations. 
Apart from the conflict with Greece, Ankara is suspi- 
cious of any allied initiative that may be perceived as 
being hostile to Islamism, which every day is acquiring 
more and more strength in Turkish political life. 


The public statements made this week by NATO's flam- 
boyant Secretary General did not he!p dispel concern. 
Claes stated that the growth of Islarnic fundamentalism 
was one of the new challenges faced by the Alliance 
following the demise of the old Wesi-East rivalry. Over 
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the past week the British press reacted virulently, 
announcing that NATO was gratuitously walking into a 
minefield. 


“The terms used by Willy Claes were very unfortunate,” an 
allied diplomatic source indicated. “both in themselves and 
because they have coincided with the launching of the 
southward initiative, which is not seeking confrontation but 
dialogue.” “I trust,” the same source said, “that the secre- 
tary general will be holding a news conference within the 
next few days to rectify his statements.” 


Rapprochement to the four Arab countries and Israel 
(the latter was imposed by the United States as part of 
the package) will nevertheless be a “slow” process so as 
to allay fears both inside and outside NATO. The 
initiative enjoys Italy's full support, as well as qualified 
support from France (more worried about the situation 
in Algeria) and the United States. 


An allied diplomatic source present at the recent Munich 
meeting indicated that Germany “is beginning to under- 
stand that for many years NATO has had a special 
relationship of solidarity with it, as with the first poten- 
tial victim of a conflict with the east, and it accepts the 
importance which the Alliance is now attaching to its 
southern flank.” 


The Mediterranean basin countries have also recieved 
offers from other international bodies such as the 
Western Eauropean Union (WE) or the stability pact 
currently being promoted by the French Government, 
but they are aware that “the institution that really counts 
today as far as security is concerned is NATO,” the same 
source remarked. Tunisia has semi-officially informed 
NATO senior officials of its interest in the new initiative, 
while Morocco “would even like to join NATO itself.” 


ICRC Warns Chechen Conflict Far From Over 


AU1302173695 Paris AFP in English 1658 GMT 
13 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Geneva, Feb 13 (AFP)}—The 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said 
Monday it believed the Chechnya conflict was far from 
over, despite attempts to strike a cease-fire accord, and 
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warmed more fighting could force some 260,000 dis- 
placed people in southern Chechnya to flee the republic. 


“I am not optimistic today, I fear the war is spreading,” said 
ICRC delegate general for eastern Europe and Central Asia 
Jean-Marc Bornet at ICRC headquarters in Geneva. 


He told reporters he feared the conflict could spread to 
other republics in the region. 


Although he said the situation in northern Chechnya was 
generally “calm,” Bornet, returning from a mission to 
the area, said he had noted several incidents in the south. 


Bornet warned that “with the 260,000 displaced perons 
(in the south), there are more than half a million (dis- 
placed) Chechens whose mass departure from the 
country would pose us sizeable problems.” 


He added that 120,000 Chechen refugees in neigh- 
bouring Ingushetia and a further 40,000 in Dagestan 
now lodged with friends and relatives had begun to run 
out of food. 


The ICRC has already sent in food and blankets for some 
60,000 people and is next month to distribute parcels for 
400,000 more as well as 180 tonnes of relief and medical aid. 


Bornet regretted that repeated ICRC calls for a truce in 
the secessionist republic had fallen on deaf ears 
regarding the Russian authorities ever since Moscow’s 
troops marched in on December 11. 


Bornet criticised “clannish rivalries” among Chechens 
which he said were holding up ICRC aid convoys, saying 
some trucks were threatened around Urus Martan, 
southwest of Grozny by Chechen forces opposed to 
President Dzhokhar Dudayev. 


He also revealed “two Egyptians and a Syrian” were 
being held by the Russians, but was unsure if they had 
actually fought for the Chechens. 


Bornet meanwhile said he estimated there were now only 
40,000 civilians left in Grozny, most likely Russians who 
had nowhere to flee to elsewhere in the republic. 
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Austria’s Mock Defines Goals for 1996 EU 
Reform 


AU 1302143695 Salzburg SALZBURGER 
NACHRICHTEN in German 13 Feb 95 p 2 


[SALZBURGER NACHRICHTEN/“bhs.”’ report: 
“Security and Enlargement”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels—At the 1996 govern- 
ment conference on the reform of the EU and its 
institutions, Austria will advocate that the EU persis- 
tently develop its internal and external security toward 
joint European security structures. Foreign Minister 
Alois Mock promised this in Antwerp at the weekend 
[i l-12 February]. 


In aiidition to a joint European security structure, Aus- 
tria also wants to strive for more “qualified majority 
decisions” and for the preservation of the “role of the 
smaller and medium-sized EU states” in 1996. The 
European Commission should continue to be strong and 
the European Parliament (EP) should acquire additional 
legislative and control powers, Mock said. 


Simultaneously with this “consolidation” of integration, 
Mock also wants to advocate the EU's enlargement by 
Austna’s East and Central European neighbors, above all 
Hungary. All Europeans who profess the same system of 
values should live within joint political, economic, and 
security policy structures, he said. 


At the same time, however, Mock warned the Central 
and East European candidates for EU membership 
against the “long and difficult process” of their full 
integration into the EU. It has to be examined from case 
to case whether and when the prerequisites for entry into 
the EU have been fulfilled. Countries that are already 
qualified for full membership should not have to for a 
whole group of countries to be ready, he said. 


EC’s Marin on Euro-Mediterranean Forum 


BR1302154995 Paris LES ECHOS in French 
13 Feb 95 p4 


[Report on interview with EC Vice President Manuel Marin 
by Jean-Michel Lamy; place and date not given: “EC Vice 
President Manuel Marin: Brussels Is Preparing Its Proposals 
for the Mediterranean Conference by March”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] French Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe currently in charge of the Union presidency, 
returned from the Near East with a simple idea: If the 
peace process between Israel and the Arab countries 
breaks down, there will be no Euro-Mediterranean con- 
ference and the consequences will be catastrophic well 
beyond the region. 


Nonetheless, from the diplomatic standpoint Europe's 
offer of its services remains a dead letter. Despite the 
clear weakening of Washington, Bill Clinton is still the 
only mediator. When there ts a “positive” welcome, it is 
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always limited to financial aid in ECU's. The goal of the 
Euro-Mediterranean conference is to escape from this 
dilemma through financial cooperation coupled with a 
security aspect and a “human or cultural” dimension. 


After the visit from Wednesday [8 February] to Friday to 
Damascus, Tel Aviv, Gaza, and Beirut by the “Juppe 
delegation,” are the Fifteen’s intentions better under- 
stood? As regards the peace process properly speaking, 
blockages remain. In this dangerous phase, the Fifteen 
have almost no means of action or pressure. They are 
barely able to convey indirect messages. Their tone is as 
follows. Yasir “Arafat, who states that “I am not a dreamer, 
I am a pragmatist.” assures in private that his failure 
would put back in the saddle a common front against the 
Jewish state. As to Yitzhag Rabin, he admits privately that 
97 percent of the population is living on Israeli territory. 
Which leaves a small margin for negotiation. 


For the Israeli press, it is an impasse. Not completely, 
since a new meeting is scheduled. It is from this stand- 
point of a continuation of the process of normalization 
that EC Vice President Manuel Marin explains in an 
interview the stakes of the Euro-Mediterranean confer- 
ence desired by the Fifteen. 


Who will be invited? Algeria. Morocco, and Tunisia. 
Egypt, Jordan, and Israel. Cyprus, Malta, and Turkey. 
Syria and Lebanon. The Palestinian Authority. Manuel 
Marin would also like to give observer status to the Gulf 
countries and the Arab League. We should note that 
Libya is not on the list. And if Syria has not closed the 
door to its participation, it is conditioning it on progress 
in the peace process. It is out of the question for 
Damascus to accept, even indirectly, a face-to-face 
meeting with Israel. And without Hafiz al-Asad’s green 
light, Lebanon will abstain. 


Beside these purely diplomatic stakes, there is the eco- 
nomic challenge. To avoid “running into” the confer- 
ence on development, planned for the end of October in 
Amman, Jordan under the Americans’ leadership, the 
Europeans have decided to set the date of the Euro- 
Mediterranean conference for 22 and 23 November in 
Barcelona (and not, as initially planned, 12 November). 


How should this economic partnership which the Fifiees 
intend to propose be fleshed out and made concrete? 
Manuel Marin, the commissioner who handled the dos- 
sier, believes that the deadlines are short. As of March, 
the Commission will present an “operational” commu- 
nication. To set the frequency of the summit, every two 
years, for example, and decide on a very light structure of 
permanent cooperation. “The weight of a general secre- 
tariat must be avoided,”’ Manuel Marin stresses. Subse- 
quently, the Commission will organize a dialogue with 
the various countries involved to gather their reactions 
and requests. “A major political message must be put 
together for the European Council in Cannes, at the end 
of June,” the commissioner states. 
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The Hope That Fach One Will Leave With ‘a Financial 
Certainty” 


It is noi yust for show. For the countries of the south of 
the Union—encouraged by the new Nordic arrivals—the 
stake is the consolidation of a 5.5-billion-ECU package 
over five years proposed by the Commission. Trans- 
forming an already-existing addition of bilateral agree- 
ments into a multilateral financial strike force requires a 
great deal of political will. Nothing ts settled yet 
regarding the equivalence of Community aid programs 
between the East and the Mediterranean. At any rate, the 
commissioner's hope is to settle at the Barcelona conier- 
ence on some | 10 projects. and that each participant will 
leave with a number. “a financial certainty.” Such an 
outline supposes an entire parallel series of trade conces- 
sions and the inclusion of sectoral cooperation. In the 
area of the environment, or especially of gas. The 
Union's energy dependence on the Mediterranean is 24 
percent, compared with | percent on the countries of the 
East. A battle. not at all symbolic, will involve the 
formation of a new specialized bank. We can bet that in 
Amman the Americans will want to establish one. The 
Union. for its part. prefers to use the European Invest- 
ment Bank or. if necessary, the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development. 


At any rate, all of these approaches are subject to the 
hazards of the peace process. Moreover, how can eco- 
nomic-financial issues be separated from reai questions 
like terrorism. drugs, or security more generally? What 
about the nuclear nonproliferation treaty? In principle. 
this entire dimension is on the agenda of the Euro- 
Mediterranean conference. But that 1s just it. This ts the 
competence of the member states and not directly of the 
Commission. So, who will be responsible? The Union as 
such is presently unable to discuss the modalities of a 
regional security agreement. However, that would be the 
best way to make credible the economic-financial action 
of the Barcelona conference. 


Haensch on EU Reform, Parliament's Powers 


BR1402105295 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 13 Feb 95 p 12 


[Interview with European Parliament President Klaus 
Haensch by Rolf Gustavsson and Yiva Nilsson; date, 
place not given: “Jomt Decisionmaking Powers a 
Demand for 1996" } 


[FBIS Translated Text} 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Recently the European Par- 
liament held hearings with the new members of the EU 
Commission for the first time. Do you think that the 
position of the parliament has been strengthened or 
weakened by this experience? 


[Haensch] Strengthened. It has been placed beyond any 
doubt that the parliament has succeeded in making use 
of all the possibilities contamed in the deepest corners of 
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the Maastricht Treaty. This applies both to the appoint- 
ment of the new commission president last summer and 
to the votes of confidence in the new commission and 
the public hearings of the new commissioners. We have 
strengthened the position of the parliament in public 
opinion. We have also strengthened the parliament's 
position in relation to the commission. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] What is the explanation of 
the fact that all three Scandinavian commissioners were 
censured by the parliament? 


[Haensch] It was not only the Scandinavians who were 
criticized; another two commissioners were the target of 
criticism. Also, they were different sorts of criticism. 
There was no decisive criticism of Erkki Liikanen, but 
there were also many positive assessments. On the other 
hand, Ritt Byerregaard was the target of massive criti- 
cism because she did not succeed in explaining satisfac- 
torily her approach to environmental issues and because 
she had an unrealistic view of the European Parliament. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] And Swedish Commis- 
sioner Anita Gradin? 


{[Haensch] For me it ts not wholly clear what the main 
criticism was. | have more the impression that she was 
not sufficiently clear about what sort of role she as a 
member of the commission should play in the parlia- 
ment’s hearings. She should of course protect the team 
loyalty of the commission, but be able at the same time 
to make her personal views clear. This is a balancing act 
which people learn and therefore the criticism is prob- 
ably something to do with the fact that Sweden is a new 
member of the EU. 


{SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Does the commission now owe 
a political debt to the parliament? The new commission 
president, Jacques Santer, was after all forced to make a 
whole string of promises to get the commission approved. 


{Haersch] We will of course keep a careful watch to see that 
the coramission now keeps the promises which its president 
has made. That is how every parliament behaves. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Jacques Santer has said. for 
example, that he is in favor of gi. ng the parliament the 
last word in the approval of the new treaty which will 
come after the 1996 intergovernmental coni+rence. 


{Haensch] That is an old demand from the parliament and 
it shows that Santer ts going some way toward accommo- 
dating us and this is a reflection of the fact that the new 
commission ts more dependent on the parliament than was 
the old commission. Now the Maastricht Treaty is in force 
and it would be wrong to imagine that things will continue 
as they did before Maastricht. Many people in the EU 
member countries have still not understood this. 
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Let me also stress that if the European Parliament were to be 
involved in the approval of the next changes to the treaty, 
this would not alter the position of the national parliaments. 
Every change to the treaty requires ratification and conse- 
quently the approval of the national parliaments. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Jacques Santer has also said 
that he wants a new method when it is time to appoint his 
successor in five years’ time. That the parliament should 
even be allowed to select the next commission president. 


[Haensch] That is also one of our old demands. | think that 
ths procedure which preceded Santer’s appointment was 
wrong and think that the European Council of Ministers— 
that is, the heads of state and government—should choose 
their candidate by majority decision; not unanimously. We 
are also very close in practice to the situation which Santer 
wants to have written into the treaty. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] But then the commission 
has a political debt to the parliament which you could 
use to put pressure on the new commission. 


{[Haensch] Yes, but I do not like the term “debt.” It has 
such a negative ring. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Do you think that the parlia- 
ment today only concerns itself with important matters? 


{Haensch] No. i: is true that today we concentrate more on 
our role as a partner in joint legislation, but in my view we 
still concern ourselves with too many side issues, too many 
resolutions about all sorts of things. | am convinced that 
things wil! improve in the years to come. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] What do you expect from 
the 1996 intergovernmental conference? Will the EU 
achieve a long-term reform which makes it possible to 
enlarge the circle cf membership or will it just be 
fine-tuning of Maastricht? After all, institutional reforms 
and readjustment of the EU's most important areas of 
cooperation are needed. 


{Haensch] It is necessary to find a long-term solution, 
but the likelihood is that there will only be a new step 
along the way. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Would it then be possible to 
carry out the enlargement to include East and Central 
Europe” 


[Haensch] No. It would be good if 1996 could lay the 
foundation for the reforms necessary for enlargement. | fear 
that there will be no success in this respect and as a result 
those governments which are opposed to reforms will be 
acc«pting a heavy responsibility for delaying enlargement. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Then yet another intergov- 
ernmental conference would be needed. 


[Haensch] Yes, probably, and it must then concentrate 
on reforming the content of cooperation: the common 
agricultural policy, and the structural funds. 
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[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Do you therefore think that 
the 1996 reform conference will successfully tackle the 
institutional problems in order to be able to cope with 
the next enlargement? 


{Haensch] I hope so. We in the parliament will call for 
institutiona! reforms which make it possible to admit the 
new members. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] What does this mean in 
concrete terms? 


{[Haensch] The EU must become more dynamic and 
have broader democratic legitimacy. Dynamism means 
that in normal legislation the EU Council of Ministers 
reaches decisions by qualified majority. The require- 
ment of unanimity which after all gives each country a 
right of veto should be restricted to treaty changes and 
budget contributions and to all those issues which 
require the approval of national parliaments. This means 
as a result that, for example, to a limited, but greater 
extent than hitherto questions of common foreign and 
security policy will be decided by a qualified majority. 


To broaden democratic legitimacy we want to make the 
decisionmaking process clearer, more open, and more 
understandable. The European Parliament demands to 
be allowed to become an institution which has the same 
rights and carries the same weight as the Council of 
Ministers. This means the power of joint decisionmaking 
in the normal work of legislation. Or to put it another 
way: On all the issues which in the Council of Ministers 
are decided by a qualified majority we want the power of 
joint decisionmaking. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] How do you justify this 
demand” 


{[Haensch] This would give the EU's legislation double 
legitimacy. Then a majority of member governments and 
a majority of directly and popularly elected parliamen- 
tanans would be behind a decision. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] As far as changes to the 
treaty are concerned you want to keep the requirement of 
unanimity. But this could lead to the 1996 reform 
conference grinding to a halt. 


{Haensch]} The point of departure is unanimity. But if it 
were to turn out that one or two governments were trying 
to block all changes, we would find ourselves in a very 
difficult crisis. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Then there would be a call 
for majority decisions on changes to the treaty. 


[Haensch] Yes, thai is how it would be That is why I would 
like to direct an express warning at those who want to 
exploit the requirement of unanimity to block everything. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] The European Parliament 
has two members on the working group which is to 
prepare the reform conference. Do you think that they 
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should also take part in the intergovernmental confer- 
ence which will negotiate the new treaty? 


{Haensch} No. It is an intergovernmental conference and 
not a conference of parliamentarians. At different stages 
in the negotiations we will meet with the Council of 
Ministers and the commission, but we will not partici- 
pate in the intergovernmental conference itself. The new 
treaty will be the responsibility of the governments and 
with that responsibility they will then meet with their 
national parliaments and—I hope—the European Par- 
hament. We do not wani to be bound by a result which 
we could possibly dislike. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] You are freer if you are not 
involved? 


[Haensch] Yes. And at the same time we have a constant 
dialogue with ‘ye other institutions. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Are you deman ding that the 
parliament should have a night of initiative to propose 
joint legislation? 


{Haensch] That ts not an important point. First, 11 would 
mean that the commission would be weakened— 
something we do not want. Second, we know from 
experience in all national parliaments that 95 percent of 
all initiatives come from governments. And thd, we 
have indirectly a fairly significant mght of imitiative 
through our power to propose changes. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] You attach greater impor- 
tance to joint decis‘onmaking. Is your demand really 
realistic” 


{Haensch] When we make this demand we already have 
experience of the Maastricht process. In it the first 
beginnings of joint decisionmaking were questioned. We 
did not get what we wanted, but we got quite a lot. Today 
many decisions in the EU cannot be made without our 
involvement. 


Second, | believe in reason. What does it mean when the 
Council of Ministers reaches a decision by a qualified 
majority’ It means that two or three governments may 
have been voted down. This means in turn that in these 
cases there are no national parliamentary controls since 
individual governments could hide behind majority 
decisions in Brussels. That is why we are demanding to 
be allowed to fill this gap in the system of parliamentary 
controls. And only we can fill this gap. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] How do you view your 
relationship to national parliaments? 


[Haensch] We are not rivals, but partners. Our task is to 
exercise parliamentary controls over political power. In 
the EU the national parliaments have handed over their 
legislative power to their governments, to the Council of 
Ministers. In the long term this is an untenable situation. 


We are not demanding that we be given power that ts 
taker from national parliaments, but that a better bal- 
amce 1s achieved between the Council of Ministers and 
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the European Parliament. As I have said, we want jornt 
decisionmaking powers on questions where in recent 
decades national parliaments have lost power to the 
governments. That is, to be allowed to fill thrs gap. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] To what extert can the 
European Parliament give the EU democratic legiti- 
macy”? is democratic legitimacy not based chiefly on 
members states’ national democratic systems” 


{Haensch] The EU is and will remain the business of 
member states. They decide what they want to transfer to 
the jomnt European level. The power that 1s transferred 
must be exercised just as democratically as the exercise 
of power in member states. This 1s where our role 1s to be 
found and as a member of the European Parliament | am 
just as directly elected by the people as my counterparts 
in national parliaments. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] There are also the informal 
sides of a democratic legitimacy—language. culture, 
identity. and so on. Surely here there are limits to the 
European Parhament’s potential to fill the gap” 


{Haensch] Yes, there are limits to the European Parlia- 
ment’s power. | say this very clearly as the president of the 
European Parliament, at the same time as I affirm that we 
have still not reached these limits. | cannot mmagine the 
European Parliament being given the exclusive might to 
decide European legislation in the same way that national 
parliaments have the exclusive mght to decide national 
legisiation. We are elected on national lists in national 
electoral districts and there 1s not a European people. but 
many European nationalities which no one wants to dis- 
solve. The EU is not a federal state and this also puts limits 
on the European Parliament. But here there is still a lot of 
political vacuum to fill. 


Pinheiro Plans Radical Review of Lome 
Convention 


MS1402100195 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 14 Feb 95 p 4 


[Report by Caroline Southey, incorporating interview 
with Mr. Joao de Deus Pinheiro, EU Commissioner for 
Africa, Caribbean and Pacific; date and place not given: 
“Brussels Plans Reappraisal of Lome Links™} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels—The European 
Union commissioner responsible for the Lome agree- 
ment has given notice of his intention to conduct a 
radical reappraisal of the developing world’s most 
important aid and trade convention. 


In an interview with the Financial Times, Mr Joao de 
Deus Pinheiro, the new EU commissioner for Africa. the 
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries, called for a new 
relationship with the 70-member group. The EU expects 
gradual elimination of preferential trade tariffs, said Mr 
Pinheiro. He warned the EU was under pressure from 
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some member states to cut aid, while there 1s broad 
agreement on the need to impose tougher conditions on 
its disbursement. 


The Lome convention, first signed in 1975, provides the 
most generous preferential acces: to markets offered by 
the EU to any tradirg partner. It replaced earlier pacts 
signed in 1963 and 1969. Among the beneficiaries are 40 
of the world’s poorest countries. What had to be forged, 
he said, was a relationship which relied less on trade 
preferences and concentrated more on fostering compet- 
itiveness: “The erosion of preferences as greater trade 
liberalisation takes hold is a fact. 


“There has to be greater effort on our side to support 
measures which will improve the trading positions of 
these countries, to make them more competitive.” 


The current agreement, Lome Four, ends in 1999, and a 
mid-term review 1s due to be completed this month. The 
commissioner, a former Portuguese foreign minister and 
previously commussioner for internal political relat:ons, 
was speaking before this week's meeting in Brussels cf 
EU and ACP ministers who are conducting the review, 
which is. i for completion by the middle of March. 


In his interview, Mr Pinheiro acknowledged that there 
was pressure from EU members to cut aid levels. 
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The Commission, backed by France has tried, so far 
without success, to get an agreement for an Ecu 14.3bn 
(11.4bn pounds) package for the European Development 
Fund [EDF], which offers loans at concessional rates to 
ACP countries. Some member states, however, notably 
Britain and Germany, have made clear their reluctance 
to maintain support at current levels. 


The outcome of the present debate could result in the 
first cut in real terms in the size of the EDF. Mr Pinheiro, 
however, was anxious not to make the transition to the 
post-Lome era too painful. “This is the very minimum 
we can give,” he said, referring to the Ecu 14.3bn facility. 


“We have to send the mght signals to the countries that 
desperately need our support given the changes they will 
face in the future,” he said. 


While it is clear that there will be a steady reduction of 
trade preferences the EU is prepared to offer tariff cuts 
and other assistance to ACP agricultural producers. 


PAr Pinheiro’s comments will reinforce ACP concern 
that individual European members are diverting more of 
their aid to eastern Europe and Russia. 
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Major’s Meeting With Unionists Confirmed 
MS1402100895 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 14 Feb 95 p 6 


[Report by John Kampfner: “Major to Meet Unionists 
on Framework Document”™] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mr John Major will personally 
intervene today in the government's attempt to keep 
Northern Ireland's unionists on side, as the British and 
Irish governments attempt to complete work on a joint 
framework document. 


The prime minister's meeting with three prominent Ulster 
‘'sionist MPs was described by a Downing Street 
3pokesman iast night as “part of the process of keeping the 
main constitutional parties abreast of developments”. 


It will coincide with talks in Belfast between Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, Northern Ireland secretary, and Mr Dick 
Spring, the Irish deputy prime minister. 


The two ministers will be hoping to put the final touches to 
the framework document and to announce the date of a 
summit meeting between Mr Major and his Irish counter- 
part. Mr John Bruton, at which the paper will be published. 


Officials said a successful Belfast meeting could lead to a 
summit as early as next week. 


The main concern for the British side is to be seen not to 
antagonise the unionists further following the leak two 
weeks ago of sections of the document—which will set a 
constitutional outline for all-party talks on Northern 
Ireland. 


The leak, and the threat by the Ulster Unionists to 
withdraw support for the Conservatives, convinced the 
government that it should widen, and deepen, its con- 
sultations prior to publication. But officials said no 
attempt was being made to “unpick”™ those elements in 
the document which have angered the unionists. 


There was some surprise in Westminster last night at the 
composition of the delegation to see Mr Major. The three 
are Mr David Trimble, Mr William Ross and the Rev 
Martin Smyth. The group does not include Mr James 
Molyneaux, leader of the Ulster Unionist party [(UUP]. 


But a party official said Mr Molyneaux had “complete faith 
in the team he has nominated for the meeting”, while 
Downing Street stressed the invitation had been extended 
by Mr Major to Mr Molyneaux’s office and that it was for 
the UUP leader to decide who should attend. 


Defense Source: Ministry May Scrap Spy ¥’iane 


MS1402094895 London THE TIMES in English 
14 Feb 95 po 


[Report by Michael Evans: “MoD Chiefs Consider 
Scrapping 264 Million Pound Project For Spy Aircraft”’} 
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([FBIS Transcribed Text] Attempts by the Ministry of 
Defence [MoD] to develop a remote-controlled surveil- 
lance aircraft might be abandoned, ten years and 264 
million pounds after the project began. 


The Phoenix, a pilotiess aircraft that should have been 
available to help British artiliery units to hit Iraqi 
armour in the Gulf War but is still not in service, could 
be scrapped in favowr of a foreign alternative because it 
too often sustains damage when it lands. 


The uncertain future of the Phoenix, which is already six 
years behind schedule, has been highlighted by a senior 
Ministry of Defence source who said that the project was 
being evaluated. 


One of the difficulties is that when the Phoenix air 
vehicle comes back to ground it often lands too heavily 
and causes damage to the fuselage. The Phoenix floats 
down by parachute and is supposed to land gently on its 
back. A GEC-\viarconi source confirmed there was a 
problem: “When it comes down it occasionaily sustains 
more damage than we initially thought would happen.” 


The Ministry of Defence evaluation team is now exam- 
ining three options: to scrap Phoenix and buy off the 
shelf, to press on; or “to get someone else to do it”. The 
senior MoD source said: “It's a major problem for the 
contractors but we have to protect the taxpayers.” 


The airborne surveillance system, which 1s supposed to 
send pictures of enemy positions to ground stations. has 
been developed by GEC-Marconi Avionics. 


One defence official claimed that the Phoenix was 
turning into a “mini rerun” of the notorious Nimrod 
affair. The Nimrod airborne early warning aircraft, also 
developed by GEC-Marconi, was scrapped by the Gov- 
ernment eight years ago after about 900 million pounds 
had been spent. 


The advanced radar on Nimrod did not meet RAF 
specifications. The Government bought the Awacs early 
warning system from Boeing instead. 


MPs on the Commons Defence Committee are shortly to 
begin their own investigation into Phoenix, with their 
first hearing in two weeks. The senior MoD source 
denied that Phoenix was “another Nimrod”. The source 
said in the case of Phoenix, the electronics and imaging 
were “fine”. But there were four technical problems, 
none of which involved “leading edge” technology. 
“However, they are vital and if they can't be put right 
easily, we may have to look elsewhere,” the source said. 


The reliability of the Phoenix system was examined by 
the National Audit Office last year. Its report said that 
steps should have been taken by the MoD long ago to 
renegotiate the contract or take other remedial measures. 


The Phoenix can be flown either autonomously ov by 
command from the operator who needs no piloting 
skills. Its primary task is to pick out targets for the 
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British Army's multiple launch rocket system which 
proved so effective in the Gulf War. 


GEC-Marconi said the production of the Phoenix was 
already under way and several systems had been deliv- 
ered to the Army. although they were not yet in service. 


The figure of 264 million pounds at 1993-94 prices is quoted 
in the National Audit Office report. However, GEC- 
Marconi said the money spent so far was considerably less 
than that. Other reports suggest that about 230 million 
pounds has been spent. double the onginal budget. 


Fowler Calls For Referendum on Single Currency 


181302094895 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
mm Enelish 13 Feb 95 p 23 


[Article by Sir Norman Fowler, former chairman of 
Conservative Party: “No Deals—-But There Has to be a 
Referendum” ] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] If i were the Prime Minister | 
would have my reservations on promising 2 referendum on 
Europe. Most often the case is put by his opponents: not 
only by Labour and the Liberal Democrats (who are raising 
the :ssue today in the Commons) but also, of course, by the 
Conservative Party's own internal squad of critics. 


John Major can hardly forget that i has been the 
Conservative Eurosceptics who have come closer to 
bringing down the Government and precipitating a gen- 
eral election than all the efforts of the opposition parties 
put together. yet for al! that, 11 would be a profound 
mistake to reyect the case for a referendum on the 
grounds of guilt by association. | cannot be the only Tory 
MP who supports our continued membership of the 
European Community but who also believes that there 
has now developed an overwhelming case for giving the 
British public the opportunity to vote. 


By that | do not mean that the Prime Minister should 
promise a referendum on the 1996 Inter-Governmental 
Conference [I1GC]. John Major has set out his stall on the 
handling of the conference. He has made it clear—quite 
rightly—that he will not agree to further steps towards 
centralisation and federalism. He is not going to accept 
the unacceptable. 


No, the question for a referendum is not the IGC but the 
single currency. A single currency—and the single Euro- 
pean bank that goes with it—raises all ioo obvious 
matters of the deepest political difference. 
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No part; 1s at one on the issue. No party knows when 
and in what circumstances a decision will be required. 
One of the few sensible assurances that can be given by 
the Government today 1s that when the decision arises, a 
referendum will be held to gauge the view of the public. 


Such an assurance may not please some of my colleagues 
who see the progress to a single currency as self-evidently 
correct. After the Cabinet shambles of the past week. I do 
not see how that argument can begin to be sustained. Not 
even the two top ministers at the Treasury can agree. 


if Labour were in power, the same tensions would be 
evident also in that party. It is fanciful to believe that the 
likes of Peter Shore would sign up to a single currency. The 
truth is that neither of the big parties will ever achieve 
unity on the single currency, and the only quustion worth 
debating 1s how, then should the issue be settled 


Lord Howe argues that the Government's mistake in the 
past three years has been its failure to mobilise a parlia- 
mentary coalition involving Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats to crush any Conservative opposition. The 
only trouble with that argument is that in this parhia- 
ment, such cross-party support breaks down when it 
comes to inconvenient moments like votes. It 1s also 
certain that the formation of a parliamentary coalition to 
force through the single currency would split the Tory 
party from top to bottom. 


The referendum course does not hold the same dangers 
and is also preferable in principle. A referendum would 
allow industry and business to put their views and the 
public to decide what such a move would mean for them, 
both economically and politically. 


Back in 1991 I committed the ultimate unsceptical act of 
defeating Bill Cash for the chairmanship of the Conser- 
vative Party's Parliamentary European Committee. | am 
not preparing to change my position now that | am 
liberated from officially explaining Government policy. 
That does not prevent me thinking that, just occasion- 
ally, the sceptics order their affairs better. They are 
prepared to argue their corner and they are prepared to 
argue it publicly. 


I do not believe it is remotely possible for the single 
currency issue to be settled in cross-party deals between 
the front benches at Westminster. It is an issue of such 
importance that it deserves to be settled after a campaign 
of public debate which a referendum would allow. 
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Weekly Questions Reason for Kohl’s U.S. Visit 


AU1302163995 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
13 Feb 95 pp 26-27 


{[Unattributed commentary: “Oldtimer Seeking Eye 
Contact’ 


{FBIS Translated Text] When he saw the German chan- 
cellor, no less a person than Ernest Hemingway wrote 
that he looked “like a tuba player in a folk music band.” 


Chiefs of government from Germany must, already in 
the past, have created the impression of being rooted in 
the soil. Young Hemingway reported for the TORONTO 
STAR on the Genova conference in April 1922, and the 
German he gazed at in amazement was Reich Chancellor 
Joseph Wirth. 


On this icy cold Thursday morning, as many as four tuba 
players are standing on the snow-covered lawn of the White 
House when the Marine band plays “Hail to the Chief” and 
the two national anthems. In fact. among the heavy players 
there is a man who strikingly resembles the German federal 
chancellor. Only the color of his skin is different. 


Helmut Kohl enjoys the White House pomp. He is 
visibly animated by the blare of the 15 fanfares that 
welcome him from the semi-circles of the pillars at the 
southern gate. Wig-wearers in 18th century historic 
outfits parade stiffly past him, and their cold fingers in 
white gloves draw strange tones from the wooden trans- 
verse flutes. 


The host, Bill Clinton, obviously wanted to demonstrate 
to the German chancellor (“one of the most important 
statesmen of our time”) all the pomp that the United 
States’ capital can offer a visitor who—unlike Boris 
Yeltsin or Francois Mitterrand—is no head of state. 


The degree of media-related play-acting that the presi- 
dential job demands of him every day does not make it 
easy to assess Clinton’s feelings toward Helmut Kohl 
realistically. In any case, next to the chancellor, the U.S. 
President not only seems to be slimmer than usual, but 
also terribly young. During the joint meeting with the 
press, Clinton continuously looks at the elder geopolit- 
ical expert by his side, full of respect and gratitude. Via 
headphones, the President apparently even listens with 
rapt attention to the interpreter who is trying to find her 
way in the jungle of Kohl's syntax. 


However, the question of what has brought the chan- 
cellor to Washington now, of all times, does not even 
seem to have been totally clarified among his entourage. 
The fact that Boris Yeltsin deserved the critical support 
of the leading Western nations even following the Rus- 
sian massacre of the Chechens was something on which 
Bill Clinton and Helmut Kohl were already in agreement 
earlier—all the more so since there is, at present, no 
desirable alternative to the unpredictable Russian to be 
seen in Moscow. 
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“I personally know Boris Yeltsin as a man who is 
absolutely reliable,” the chancellor tells the President, 
and he calls upon the U.S. public to show more patieace 
toward the Russians: It is not only since 1917, under the 
communists, but also earlier, under the rule of the 
Romanovs, that Russia had to live without democracy. 
With the U.S. President’s approving nod, Kohl warned 
urgently: ““‘We cannot permit a situation by which 
Yeltsin might see his hopes for the West disappointed.” 


Such warnings are primarily addressed to Congress, 
where most people know him “as an oldtimer,” as Kohl 
puts it. The fact, however, that Capitol Hill is in Repub- 
lican hands for the first time in 40 years and is currently 
more powerful than the White House, does not seem to 
make much difference to Kohl. He was in agreement 
with Bill Clinton that the situation in the Balkans would 
even become more dangerous if America’s representa- 
tives and senators who are thirsty for action were to lift 
the arms embargo against Bosnia unilaterally. 


As if he still had to find plausible explanations for his 
visit, Kohl depiores how unsatisfactory even the fre- 
quent telephone conversations across the Atlantic are: As 
it is, he just needs the physical proximity to Clinton, “so 
that we can look each other in the eyes.”’ However, the 
issue that obviously concerns him and probably also 
caused his visit is little to do with geopolitical issues of 
current interest. Nor is Kohl ready to let the press ask 
questions in this respect. 


A meeting with history, for Kohl, above all, with 
German history, is upcoming in May. The chancellor 
wants what the Americans call VE-Day (which stands for 
“Victory in Europe’—because for the United States, 
World War II continued in the Pacific untii VJ-Day), to 
be the cause of reconciliation festivities 50 years later, 
and this in itself is of an historic dimension. 


However, 50 years after the end of the war—for the 
Americans, in connection with Helmut Kohl, this also 
means 10 years after Bitburg. Many people in Wash- 
ington have not forgotten that the former and present 
German federal chancellor urged the reluctant Ronald 
Reagan to lay a wreath at a German soldiers’ cemetery 
where SS members are also buried. “Now Hitler is 
laughing in hell,” Reagan’s secretary of state, George 
Shultz, cried in view of the scandal. But in his memoirs, 
Shultz also notes that Kohl, who was at first so very 
“unsensitive,”’ was “troubled in a more tormenting way” 
by Bitburg “than anybody else.” 


This pain has not left Kohl to this day, he still acts under 
its influence. 


For the German liberation anniversary (which in the 
past was called the “collapse’’), Helmut Kohl is obvi- 
ously planning to assign certain roles to Clinton, 
Yeltsin—and in particular, his friend Mitterrand, who is 
seriously ill. There is also talk about a “legacy” that 
Mitterrand wants to leave to his friend Kohl and the 
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Europeans. It is not surprising that the chancellor keeps 
silent on these plans: Distrust among friend and foe 
might thwart his hopes. 


In Washington, Kohl does not fail to speak about the end 
of the war as the “end of Nazi barbarism.” No one can 
insinuate that he intended to “make a clean break” on 
the 50th anniversary of the German surrender. Helmut 
Kohl would already be satisfied with a solemn caesura. 


Further Commentary 


AU1302163895 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
11-12 Feb 95 p 6 


{Commentary by Martin S. Lambeck: “When a Friend 
Brings His Friend Closer to Another Friend”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] A fanfare at the sun-drenched 
White House announced the arrival of state guest 
Helmut Kohl. Orders were barked, soldiers from all five 
branches of the U.S. Armed Forces took up position, 19 
volleys were fired, and the national anthems were 
played. Seldom has the chancellor paid a visit to Wash- 
ington so full of symbols and praise from all quarters as 
this one. At a time of Russian crisis on account of 
Chechnya and the difficult question of NATO’s eastward 
expansion, the German chancellor appeared as the hub 
of a network of interpersonal relations. 


There were laurel trees to be seen all around the White 
House, and U.S. President Bill Clinton provided a crown 
of laurels before the political talks had even started. 
Already when greeting him, Clinton described Kohl as 
“one of the most important statesmen of our time,” 
saying that he has “exceptional leadership powers.” As 
an unquestioned supporter of Europe, Kohl has taken 
the place of the British, who have had a traditionally 
very strong position in Washington. But today he is the 
oldest-serving guarantor of peace, because his friend, 
French President Francois Mitterrand, is leaving the 
political stage in the spring. 


The significance of the subsequent talks with Clinton is 
demonstrated by the fact that virtually everything that 
was uttered by the German delegation was later repeated 
during a joint news conference by the two government 
chiefs: For instance, the eastward expansion of NATO 
should take place in small and careful steps, and rapid 
NATO membership for Poland is not to be expected for 
the time being. Despite all the criticism of Kohl’s friend 
Boris Yeltsin, the Russian president received clear sup- 
port from Clinton and Kohl. What is more, when Kohl 
said that Yeltsin must not be allowed to fall, otherwise a 
“return to bad old structures can be expected,” Clinton 
added: “I can only say I agree with the chancellor.” 


The U.S. President publicly thanked Kohl for his 
“advice and support” on difficult political issues. 
Clinton constantly sought Kohl's gaze, nodded ostenta- 
tiously at Kohl’s remarks. His summary of the talks: 
“The United States does not have a better friend than 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl.” 
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But so much praise and harmony were not forthcoming 
during the chancellor’s talks with the new Republican 
majority on Capitol Hill. The chancellor and his aides 
viewed the consultations with top Republican politicians 
Gingrich and Dole with mixed feelings. During the 
preparations for these talks, it was decided in advance 
that Kohl would not appear as a clear-cut conservative 
politician and that no party preferences would be visible. 
Kohl had already warned the Republicans previously 
about not looking to Europe often enough and looking to 
the Pacific too often. He said he wanted Congress to be 
aware of this fact as well. 


But then, things took an unexpected turn. Senator Bob 
Dole, Republican pacesetter and majority leader, began 
the Capitol negotiations with the sentence: “Mr. Chan- 
cellor, | would like your politicai advice.”’ Said a partic- 
ipant at these talks: ““They at!ached themselves to the 
chancellor’s lips.” Kohl was even asked what his “recipe 
of success” is. After the talks, Kohl himself said that he 
was pleased with the talks, that he had made his position 
known, and that, for instance, he had clearly spoken out 
against the lifting of the arms embargo against Bosnia 
and had “not heard any objection to this.” 


Thus, the praise and harmony continued all the way to 
the gala dinner at the White House that evening. A choir 
sang “Das Wandern ist des Muellers Lust”, and the 
laurel plants were very much in evidence even here. In 
the end, Clinton reached Kohl’s very soul when he said 
that Helmut Kohl had taught him that the ability to lead 
is not a question of theory but a question of one’s 
national roots. 


It was a remarkable dinner speech that the U.S. Presi- 
dent gave, to the accompaniment of mushroom risotto, 
salmon, and California Chardonnay wine. When Clinton 
said the word “homeland” in German [Heimat], when 
he said “No statesman loves his homeland more than 
Helmut Kohl,” the chancellor was visibly moved. Then 
the chancellor, soon to be the oldest serving Western 
statesman, boarded the Lufthansa Airbus “Konrad Ade- 
nauer” and flew back ‘to the political doldrums of home. 
There will be no fanfares to be heard during the Hesse 
election campaign and during the daily business with the 
narrow Bundestag majority. 


Kohl Visit ‘Splendid’ 


AU1302134295 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 11-12 Feb 95 p 1 


{Martin E. Sueskind commentary: “Splendid State Visit 
With Precarious Outcome’”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text} When Helmut Kohl campaigned 
for re-election last year, the main argument he offered 
was that as the most experienced government chief in the 
West, he could do more than anyone else to guarantee 
continuity in international affairs. He is now trying to 
fulfill this role. As a serene adviser and an “elder 
statesman” [phrase in English], he has just paid a visit to 
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Washington and demonstrated solidarity with President 
Bill Clinton in order to impress Congress, which in the 
meantime had become filled with Clinton opponents. In 
the fulfillment of this role, he is now preparing, together 
with French President Mitterrand, general commemora- 
tions for 8 May, the 50th anniversary of the end of the 
war. Also in this role, he is holding on to the Russian 
President with his typical persistence, in the hope that 
his friend will not be washed away in the chaos of an 
anti-reformist counter-revolution. 


Clinton availed himself of Kohl's new role in an equally 
demonstrative manner. At a state banquet at the conclu- 
sion of Kohl's visit, the President lauded the chancellor 
in such a way that tears came to the eyes of the 128 
guests. At the joint press conference, Clinton said: 
“America does not have a better friend than Chancellor 
Kohl.” To what extent the Republican majority in the 
Senate and House of Representatives agrees with this 
sentence remains an open question. Kohl noted cautious 
politeness when he spoke to the new strong men in 
Congress, Newt Gingrich and Bob Dole. He was received 
as an adviser, not as a political client, and the German 
guests noted that the advice he proffered on the relation- 
ship with Russia, the problem of the NATO eastward 
expansion, and the Bosnian conflict was received pen- 
sively and with approval. Asked about Yeltsin, Kohl said 
he was no prophet and could not vouchsafe for Russia's 
political survival, but was convinced that the erosion of 
Russia would accelerate if the West were now to shun 
Yeltsin. One should not take such a risk, said Kohl, to 
which everyone nodded. Kohl said that right now it 
would be unwise to fix a schedule for the acceptance of 
new NATO members from the east, such as Poland. His 
audience pondered upon this statement. Kohl consid- 
ered it an urgent matter for Congress to abandon its 
intended weapons embargo against the Bosnians, or at 
least suspend it so that a repeated attempt to find a 
negotiated solution would not be spoiled. There was no 
objection to this. Was it out of agreement or out of 
politeness? Kohl knows that Clinton can no longer steer 
American politics on his own. If war breaks out anew in 
the Balkans in the spring and if peace does not come 
about in Chechnya soon, the American President might 
be compelled to take steps on a domestic policy level that 
he considers disastrous on a foreign policy level. With 
this precarious result, Kohl returned home from a Wash- 
ington visit that, on the surface, can be considered the 
most splendid [praechtig] visit of his tenure. 


Naumann Plan for Troops to Bosnia Detailed 


AU1402111395 Hamburg BILD AM SONNTAG 
in German 12 Feb 95 p 2 


[Friedemann Weckbach-Mara report: “Secret Plan: 
1,000 German for Bosnia Pullout’’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] A confidential letter from NATO 
in Brussels created a hectic atmosphere in the 
Bundeswehr leadership last week. In this letter, U.S. 
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General George A. Joulwan, Supreme Allied Com- 
mander Europe, asked the government for concrete 
details regarding the support it could provide should the 
United Nations decide to withdraw the blue helmets 
from former Yugoslavia and seek NATO's assistance. 
Bundeswehr Inspector General Klaus Naumann, who is 
due to become chairman of the NATO Military Council 
in 1996, went straight to work and submitted his plan to 
Defense Minister Ruehe. Naumann plans to deploy over 
1,000 Bundeswehr troops in ex-Yugoslavia. 


The cabinet is due to discuss this plan in February and give 
NATO an official answer. According to BILD AM 
SONNTAG information, the follwwing would be deployed: 


—Field hospitals with doctors and medical support staff, 
altogether 600 men from all over Germany, for 
deployment in Croatia: 


—Eight Tornado ECR [Electronic Combat Reconnais- 
sance] combat jets to wipe out antiaircraft positions, 
with over 100 men from the 32d Bomber Squadron at 
Lechfeld near Augsburg; 


—Six Tornadoes from 5! Reconnaissance Squadron at 
Jagel, near Schleswig, with 80 troops. Airc.aft from 
this squadron took photographs of the recent floods: 


—Two Breguet Atlantique maritime reconnaissance air- 
craft based at Nordholz near Bremen, with 50 men. 
These aircraft are capable of flying at particular low 
speeds and cam remain airborne for over |0 hours: 


—Up to 12 Transall C160 transport aircraft from all 
over Germany, together with 100 men. With a range of 
5,000 km and a speed of 500 kilometers per hour. the 
Transall C160 can carry 15 metric tons of freight: 


—A flotilla of minesweepers from Wilhelmshaven, 
Olpenitz, and Warnemuende, with a total of 300 men; 


—Six fast gunboats to monitor the coast, accompanied 
by a supply ship and a total of 250 men. 


Bahr’s KGB Contacts Considered Legitimate 


AU1402103995 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 13 Feb 95 p 4 


[“ub.”-attributed commentary: “Should Helmut Kohl 
Be Concerned Also?”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Two news magazines are vying to 
uncover Egon Bahr’s secret contacts with the KGB and 
the GDR Politburo. The story of treason published by 
FOCUS loses value because of the lack of substantive 
quotes. DER SPIEGEL illustrates the background of a 
stage on which, a good 25 years ago, a play was per- 
formed—the title of which has entered international 
language—Ostpolitik. Bahr’s interlocutors at that time, 
who today have other employers, now chat very enjoy- 
ably about what was going on then in the inner circle of 
the Soviet hierarchy. 
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We hear from sources that may be clear or troubled how 
efforts were made in Bonn, Moscow, or Washington to 
establish contacts unburdened by ideological postulates 
outside official channels. At that time, the West was dealing 
with an East for which even the weather report was “top 
secret.’ Bahr may occasionally have exceeded his compe- 
tences. However, crossing borders also formed part of the 
business, and considering the harvest of what was sown 
under Cold War conditions, it really was worthwhile. 


What Egon Bahr was doing was in no way different from 
what Henry Kissinger was doing. Was he a traitor? If he 
was, then FOCUS deserves the Pulitzer Prize for casting 
suspicion on Bahr, who was holding exploratory talks in 
very close contact with Willy Brandt. Strictly speaking, it 
would also be time to issue an international warrant of 
arrest against Jimmy Carter and withdraw him from 
action, in view of the dubious figures with whom he its 
dealing in his attempts to settle conflicts. Moreover, 
Helmut Kohl should already be worried that Boris 
Yeltsin eventually revealed the secret telephone conver- 
sations some day. 


Neo-Nazis Said Planning Activity From Abroad 
AU0902154395 Berlin DIE WELT in German 9 Feb 95 
p2 


[Welt-Nachrichtendienst report: “BKA: Neo-Nazis Cre- 
ating Terrorist Organizations” } 


[FBIS Translated Text] The more determined activity by the 
police and Office for the Protection of the Constitution 
against neo-Nazis has resulted in right-wing extremist 
activity being transferred abroad. Security experts have 
determined that neo-Nazis are planning activities in Ger- 
many from abroad. For example, an attempt is being made 
in the United States to establish the “National Socialist 
German Workers Party/Foreign and Development Organi- 
zation[NSDAP/AO]” as a homogeneous organization in 
Germany. This was reported by Gerhard Fricke, expert on 
right-wing extremism at the Federal Criminal Office [BKA], 
at a meeting of the Hanns Seidel Foundation in Kreuth 
devoted to the subject of international right-wing radicalism. 
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The NSDAP/AO is led by the 42 year-old Gary Rex 
Lauck, who denies the genocide against Jews during 
World War II. “It looks as if the NSDAP/AO is begin- 
ning to develop from a purely propaganda organization 
into a structured one,” he said. The actions planned by 
right-wing extremists consist of three phases, ending in 
attacks on Jewish facilities and political opponents. The 
propaganda material also talks of attacks on enterprises 
that employ foreigners. 


According to a Deutsche Welle documentary on this 
subject. there has been a series or articles under the title 
“A Movement in Arms,” written by right-wing extrem- 
ists and calling for attacks, kidnapping, and sabotage. 
They describe in detail how an attack should be carried 
out. The instructions include “attempts to intimidate 
officials and other representatives of the system,” quotes 
Deutsche Welle from these articles. The neo-Nazis are 
also said to be making more use of the experiences of the 
left-wing extremist Red Army Faction. 


a Court Releases RAF Prisoner Kuby 
y 

AU1302171095 Berlin DIE TAGESZEITUNG 

in German 11-12 Feb 95 p 1 


[Report by Gerd Rosenkranz: “Freedom for Christine 
Kuby”) 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Christine Kuby does not have 
to return to jail. The Hamburg Supreme Court yesterday 
morning decided to release the Red Army Faction [RAF] 
prisoner early, after 17 years in prison. She had been 
serving a life sentence. The judge had set the release day 
for 22 February, the day Kuby is to be discharged irom 
a rehabilitation clinic following a spinal operation. Last 
year, the Federal Prosecutor's Office applied for her 
discharge on account of this operation. Now at last she 
has been granted freedom. [passage omitted] 


In January 1978, Christine Kuby was arrested following 
a shoot-out with two policemen in the Hamburg district 
of Winterhude. She and a policeman were wounded. The 
Hamburg Supreme Court in 1979 sentenced her to life 
imprisonment for attempted murder on two counts. 
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President Mitterrand’s Waning Power Noted 


BR1302161495 Paris LIBERATION in French 
13 Feb 95 p 17 


[Article by Jean Guisnel: “The Reins Change Hands] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The unfortunate initiative of 
Francois Mitterrand, who proposed on 3 February that a 
conference on Algeria be held in Europe, not cnly 
provoked an outcry in Algeria. which has recalled its 
ambassador, and in the government, which felt it neces- 
Sary to sing its part mezzo voce. It also demonstrated 
that the changeover is now in operation, and that, more 
or less and despite his denials, the occupant of the 
presidential office will increasingly be reduced to letting 
his prime minister manage current affairs alone. Both 
sides may well claim that communications are func- 
tioning correctly between the presidential office and the 
prime minister's office, that Nicolas Bazire [prime min- 
ister’s principal private secretary] and Hubert Vedrine 
[president's general secretary] get along well and are 
successfully nipping in the bud the slightest appearance 
of discord: nonetheless, it must be acknowledged that the 
presidential margin of maneuver is shrinking in an 
almost mechanical fashion. 


Every now and then, particular events forcefully under- 
score that every opportunity to maintain a public face for 
the French will be seized: however, in whatever manner 
the presidential office and the prime minister's office 
have decided to restore calm so that this Algerian issue 
does not become inflamed, the president of the Republic 
will have missed an opportunity to demonstrate that he 
1s still the person who conducts France's policy. Without 
doubt, the desire expressed by his entourage to point out 
that Francois Mitterrand will occupy all of his position— 
in other words, number one—“‘until the end of his term” 
is based on a laudable intention as well as on the 
Constitution. But it must be admitted that the facts 
contradict this version, and that the reins have progres- 
sively changed hands. 


It is logical in such circumstances that when it has not 
been consulted on a certain proposal—in this case, there 
was nothing scandalous about the one on Algeria—the 
government can publicly contest it, without fear of being 
subjected to thunderbolts from the presidential office. 
For the pure and simple reason that such thunderbolts 
have grown weaker, to say the least, and that the time has 
passed for debates on each one’s constitutional role, and 
on whether France's diplomacy belongs to the 
“reserved” or “shared” area of responsibilities. It seems 
clear today that in the absence of exceptional circum- 
stances which could temporarily return to the head of 
State his royal primacy. for the few weeks remaining to 
him in this job he will be condemned to rather sad 
exercises. Undoubtedly, those at the presidential office 
want to convince themselves that the next UN social 
summit in Copenhagen on 3 March and the preparation 
of the social conference in Paris on 30 March, among the 
15 EU ministers and the social partners, are mobilizing 
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issues. Undoubtedly, the role which President Mitter- 
rand will play in these will be important, and he will find 
it gratifying to develop in these prestigious settings his 
viewpoint on the “social dimension,” which remains one 
of the central tenets of the French presidency of Europe 
However, it must be acknowledged that, the closer one 
comes to the end, the smaller the role which the presi- 
dential office plays in French political life. 


PR's Madelin Explains Support for Chirac 
9SESOO9IA Paris LE FIGARO in French 20 Jan 95 p 6 


[Article by Alain Madelin, small business minister, vice 
president of the Republican Party: “Why I Support 
Jacques Chirac”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] We have to choose between two 
paths. The first is based on a gradualist, consensual 
conception. The second originates in a stronger, more 
driving conception of reform. 


A scant two months ago, the prospect of Jacques Delors’ 
candidacy and victory overshadowed all debate within 
the majority. One question dominated all others: Which 
candidate would be most effective in defeating the right? 


Delors’ withdrawal now allows us the freedom to pose 
the only question that should count in a presidential 
election: What kind of future would be most likely to 
move France ahead? Second, how can we get there? 


Two visions and two programs have emerged so far. 
Debate is finally possible, legitimate, and. | believe. 
necessary. It must begin calmly on the first ballot of the 
presidential election in order to enable the French people 
to make a clear choice. After all. it is on the basis of this 
choice that the new presidential majority will be built on 
the second ballot, which is what our institutions need. 
Let us make sure that this debate will serve France. 


Now that the time of choices is upon us, I intend to make 
my contribution with a free mind and complete indepen- 
dence, a choice motivated by no other ambition than the 
one I have for my country. 


I am convinced that the European community systems, 
governmental and social alike, have entered a crisis, a 
crisis that will deepen throughout this decade. One 
would be profoundly misguided in believing that any 
given improvement in the situation would suffice to 
solve this crisis. 


Even more than many of its partners, our country suffers 
from cumulative rigidities and reforms tha: have been 
postponed for over a decade. We have three major 
problems to solve: 


1) first and foremost, a social problem: 


We have an urgent need to find effective means to 
reintegrate into the working community those previously 
excluded, the long-term unemployed and ever-larger 
low-income group. We must also find the means to 
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achieve upward mobility for lower- and middle-income 
groups. No longer can we allow the republican pact of 
solidarity and equality of opportunity to be torn asunder. 


2) next, an economic and financial problem: 


For more than 10 years, income from investments has 
exceeded income from work, risk and initiative. When 
the cost of capital is higher than profits from investment, 
business and jobs must foot the bill. Government 
spending gets out of control. This may indeed help 
sustain activity temporarily, but when the debt grows, 
costs more and more and becomes increasingly difficult 
to repay, economic and financial problems worsen. The 
shift in government spending adds to the evil it was 
supposed to combat 


3) finally, democracy out of kilter: 


An entire system of government and decisionmaking 1s 
now breaking down. It can only operate in one direction: 
ever more spending, ever more regulations. And yet, 
there is no more money to fuel that “ever more.” 


Transcending political splits, the system has generated a 
new class found in all the essential machinery of govern- 
ment. It controls more than one out of every two francs 
of the country’s resources and regulates the rest. How- 
ever bankrupt its predictions, management or perfor- 
mance, it in fact escapes any sanction or control because 
it contro's itself. To state this fact is not to challenge 
men, but rather. a system removed from life, removed 
from the French people, a system with its own culture, 
and which is secreting conformity of thought. Real 
reforms are anathema to this new class because they 
would only eat away at its power. 


The gravity of these problems requires great boldness 
and imagination if we are to find new solutions when old 
formulas no longer work. Great courage and determina- 
tion are needed if we are to shift into a higher gear when 
we are headed in the mght direction. 


The debate is not over the idea of reform itself because 
everyone in the presidential campaign either claims or will 
claim to be a reformer. Rather, it has to do with the nature 
and scope of necessary changes, their method and urgency. 


Two Paths 


We must therefore choose between two paths. Nor is ita 
simple choice because each one has legitimate virtues. 


The first path is based on a gradualist and consensual 
conception of reform. It proceeds from the principle that 
the French people are not ready to accept far-reaching 
reforms and must not be rushed. It is indeed necessary to 
reform, but little by little. After all, if one tries to force 
the issuc, one risks reyection. We must take our time, 
arrive at social compromises with vested interests and, 
joining with public opinion, seek a consensus relying on 
unions and intermediary organizations. 
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The second path proceeds from a stronger and more 
activist conception of reform. It holds that the French 
people are more suited for change than are their elite and 
further, that they are ready to accept courageous reforms 
as soon as they feel that such reforms are accompanied 
by a strong social need and desire for fairness. 


The French people's capacity for initiative, mobility and 
imagination is stronger than ever, which is why reform 
must come from the rank and file rather than the top. It 
must first free up the country’s live forces and give back 
to the French people all the responsibility that they are 
capable of shouldering. Should social partners be 
brought in? Definitely, but preferably in areas where 
they can demonstrate more initiative and imagination, 
ie., at the grass-roots level and in enterprises. Is the 
support of public opinion needed? Definitely. Let us 
therefore clearly outline what is at stake. Let us mobilize 
the power of referendum and, if need be, use it. We must 
have frank reform. There is one simple rule in politics: 
knowing what one wants. 


When one wants something, one must have the courage 
to say so, and when one says so, one must have the 
courage to act. 


The French people do not need babysitting; they need to 
be driven. We must not seek the broadest unity, but the 
strongest driving force. 


The opposition between these two paths is perhaps not 
that sharp, but it is no less real. I believe that we shall 
find it throughout the presidential debate. The issue of 
employment already provides our first example. 


Based on the first conception, we shall once again seek to 
organize concerted action at the top with our unions and 
social partners in order to involve them in common 
action for employment, even a collective restriction on 
wages, as proposed by the Planning Commission. One 
more small step will be taken in reducing social charges 
on lower wages. The second concept proposes a set of 
strong measures aimed at freeing up the initiative of 
entrepreneurs and restoring their confidence because 
they and they alone create jobs. 


Urgent Need for Strong Reforms 


Everything naturally draws me to the second of these two 
paths. I have little faith in the first. 


I do not in fact believe that one can achieve reforms for 
the year 2000 by using 1960's-type social regulation. 


In fact, concerted social and professional action com- 
prises the institutional mechanism of our “ever more” 
public spending and regulations. It is hard to ask profes- 
sional organizations to operate counter to their custom 
and interests. Under such conditions, it is to be feared 
that the systematic search for social compromise will 
systematically lead to no more than half reforms or half 
measures. This is indeed better than immobility, but I 
fear that little time remains. 
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Indeed, the need to reform is urgent. This is first and 
foremost a social need and is undoubtedly felt more strongly 
by the rank and file than by the countless armchair commis- 
sions discoursing about France’s future. 


The unemployment now eating away at French society is 
largely the price of our ngidity and lack of reform. The 
situation requires strong reforms and resolute measures if 
we are soon to emerge from the vicious circle in which 
unemployment adds to the excessive charges burdening 
assets and penalizing employment at the risk of worsening 
unemployment even further. Likewise, there is an urgent 
need to halt our snowballing indebtedness: When real 
interest rates are generally higher than the growth of our 
national wealth and therefore of our fiscal revenue, the 
burden of the debt increases mechanically. This gap 
expands the deficit a little more, increases the debt, affects 
interest rates and therefore, investment and employment. 
Gaining control of public and social spending ts essential. 
It is not a problem that one can solve with new budget cuts. 
We need far-reaching reforms. 


Reforms therefore constitute a bloc. No longer can they be 
spread out in time. Rather, they must be undertaken 
together. One example: The professional tax cannot be 
reformed without a reform of local taxation. The latter is 
indissociable from a reform of all taxation and a clarifica- 
tion of decentralization. A reform of all taxation cannot be 
separated from a revision of our compulsory deductions. 
This in turn requires substantive reforms at the same time 
in order to gain control of health and government spending 
in order to create conditions making it possible to reduce 
taxes on work, initiative and saving. 


Caution is certainly a virtue, but when reform is 
involved, i fear that excessively cautious choices pose 
the most danger. Change without risk can again be a 
sympathetic slogan, but lead to risk without change. 


I know it will be easy to distort these remarks, to describe 
such bold reforms as temerity, to claim that by trying to 
do too much, one risks doing nothing. 


Nevertheless, boldness in reform does not necessarily 
mean adventure. The reforms we need today are 
common sense solutions, the fruit of our experience and 
the experience of our partners. 


Germany provides us with the example of a nearby 
country where a majority was able to win the election 
based on strong issues and bold changes clearly 
explained to the people. 


Nor does boldness in reform rule out cleverness. There are 
ways—I have already «ried to describe them—of getting 
around obstacles, of not running headlong into investment 
income and privileges, of trading gains acquired for part of 
the advantages provided by such reforms. 


It is not a matter of speed for speed’s sake but, quite 
simply, of observing that all around us the world is 
moving far more quickly than in France and that we 
must catch up with everyone else. 
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New Ailiance for Vetting France Moving 


These two paths are accompanied by two types of 
rallying support for the presidential elections. 


The first is the broadest support, support at all costs, 
support above all things. It is, they claim, a formidable 
reservoir of confidence for moving forward. It can work 
and is working. However, let us admit that such support 
is largely comprised of a “totally establishment” group 
more attracted by power or the fear of being excluded 
from it than by any appetite for reform. it is even to be 
feared that such support could reinforce the extraordi- 
nary concentration of power at the pinnacle of govern- 
ment resulting from a monarchic shift of our institu- 
tions. This concentration of power is our main problem, 
and the task of the years ahead surely consists of redis- 
tributing powers, not for the purpose of weakening 
government, but rather, of strengthening it in its essen- 
tial missions. A president who decides, a government 
that executes, a majority that supports: This is the 
eternal temptation. Another conception is essential: a 
president who presides, a government that governs, and 
a majority that legislates. 


The other victorious source of support is one that may be 
comprised of the “new alliance” of the most active, most 
dynamic, most creative French people—now deprived of a 
real alternative—and the (many) French who feel the risk of 
a social fracture, who sometimes lose hope, who know deep 
within them that profound changes are necessary. 


This presidential election offers the chance for a mas- 
sive, unprecedented mobilization of all those who want 
to get France moving. 


That is why I believe that Jacques Chirac now offers the 
best path for needed change. | am throwing my support 
to him. 


Great things are always based on a rejection, a rejection 
of conformity, rejection of social rending, a rejectiion of 
the extension of a blocked system. These are the clear 
rejections now expressed by Jacques Chirac that can help 
him give our country the reformist thrust it needs. 


Arbiter and Driving Force 


To say this is not to deny Edouard Balladur’s qualities as a 
statesman or question the respect and esteem I have always 
had for him. However, a presidential election is the confron- 
tation of a man and his program with public opinion. but 
with history as well. Furthermore, the qualities demanded 
of those summoned to guide the destiny of a country vary 
depending on the moment in history. 


All of which teaches us that in the life of societies, there 
are periods of reorganization and periods of questioning. 
The political authority sometimes acts as an arbiter, 
sometimes as a Saint Louis handing down justice under 
his oak at Vincennes; Napoleon driving victory to the 
Arcole Bridge, to use Bertrand de Jouvenel's colorful 
image. Each of these two forms of power has its virtues. 
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In the former, it is a matter of consolidating the social 
order once founded. Here it is a question of balance in 
which one asks the political authority for qualities of 
wisdom, a capacity for conciliation and appeasement. 


In the latter, the authority will be required to demon- 
strate more ardor and more of a promotional ability to 
create new things. 


Actually, my natural preference tends more toward the 
first form of authority, but the period now beginning is 
indisputably a period of profound questioning. It 
requires of the country a reformist thrust and, of the one 
summoned to lead it, a great driving ability. 


Politics has been called the art of the possible. There are 
times when it must be the art of making possible that 
which ts necessary. 


Radical Islam Said To Be on Rise in Country 


TA1202191095 Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV (SHABAT 
supplement) in Hebrew 12 Feb 95 p 19 


[Article by Mordekhay Haimowitz in Paris: “The Rise of 
the Islamic Empire in France™] 


{FBIS Translated Text] “The messengers of Allah” knock on 
the doors in the evenings. With a beard and a smile they sell 
their Islam like insurance agents—only those who buy stand 
to gain. It may take place in the suburbs of Paris, Marseilles, 
or Lyon. Of course, they will always firsi make sure that the 
family 1s of North African origin an’ how many unem- 
ployed family members there are. before they try to worm 
their way in. It starts with an innocent- looking book, 160 
pages long. which stipulates that “the true beiiever is a Shiite 
and one must wage war against the enemy.” Sometimes it 
ends with the death penalty, such as in the case of the three 
French youths, of North African origin, who left for 
Morocco to carry out a terrorist operation. 


The Islamic Jihad has many supporters among Frenci) 
Muslims and the authorities are worried about its growing 
influence. Muslim youths from France undergo terrorist 
training in Pakistan and radical Muslim leaders have been 
heard to say that they intend to groom the youths to become 
suicide operatives and turn them into “living bombs.” 


The influx of Muslims into France from Algeria began at 
the end of World War Il. Up to then, only 90,000 
Muslims lived in the country. There has been an unin- 
terrupied flood of unskilled labor—entire villages. The 
French cannot live with them but cannot manage 
without them. Who will sweep Montparnasse? Who will 
clear the rubbish from Les Halles? That is a problem. Let 
them seclude themselves in their ghettos, whole groups 
of single males who do not speak any French nor have 
the slightest desire to learn the language. All they wanted 
was a bed to sleep in at night and to be able send their 
monthly wages back home to their families. 


In the mid 1970's, when Valery Giscard d’Estaing sat in 
the Elysees Palace, the French realized this could not go 
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on. The ghettos, crowded with lonely and frustrated 
men, began to pose a threat to the safety of French 
citizens. “How can our women walk through these 
areas?,” the French asked. 


Paris gave the green light for reunification of North 
African families. Families? It was more like entire clans. 
In addition to the women and children, their distant 
relatives also arrived. The huge ghettos expanded even 
more and people became even more embittered and 
dangerous. The police are afraid to enter some of the 
ghettos. The ghetto dwellers have achieved a degree of 
semi-criminal autonomy. They deal drugs for a living 
and steal cars or burn them for fun. 


Today about 4.5 million Muslims live in France. The trade 
in drugs and stolen property has never been better. Islam ts 
the second largest faith in the country. There are 1.000 
mosques, eight of them in traditional structures. In Paris 
alone, there are 55 mosques and on Fridays one can see 
many believers kneeling to pray on nearby sidewalks. 


While France is suffering from 13-percent unemploy- 
ment, the level of unemployment in the ghettos has 
reached 80 percent. Muslim activists offered to help the 
French authorities fight crime. Paris jumped at the 
opportunity and even gave the Muslims money. They 
opened youth centers—mainly, but not only, karate and 
judo clubs—as is well demonstrated by the case of 
Kamal Banakshe [name as transliterated]. 


Banakshe, who was convicted of belonging to a terrorist 
network in Fes, is the son of Algerian parents who lived in 
the hungry slum district of Orleans. Ten years ago, 
Banakshe told FRANCE SOIR, he met Muhammad Zayn 
al-Din, alias “Said.” “I was 17 and he helped me with my 
homework. Afterwards, he drew me closer to religion. I 
began to pray. Said taught classes in Islam for two years. 
He started to preach about war on behalf of a holy cause. 
When he used the term jihad, we were really scared.” 


“In September 1993, I went into debt. I was sick, | did 
not have a job and agreed to bring a car full of arms into 
Morocco. I met ‘Abdallah Ziyad, who is also known as 
‘Rashid, and he demanded that we take weapons and 
carry out operations.” Banakshe smuggled another 
vehicle with weapons into Morocco and went into the 
mountains to train. “Rashid” gave him money and also 
financed his wedding. “His behavior gave me strength 
and security. I agreed to carry out an operation in Fes. At 
first, | thought we were going to steal. When I learned 
why I was going, | wanted out of the whole thing, but it 
was too late.” Banakshe was given a life sentence. 


Members of organizations captured in France also say that 
preachers are responsible for their recruitments. Youths 
are sent to training bases outside France and undergo 
terrifying training. For instance, they have to drive a car 
into a brick wall at 50 kph. They also specialize in planting 
explosives in vehicles. The talented ones learn how to deal 
with C-4, a sophisticated explosive. 
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The French security forces are very nervous. especially 
since the hijacking of an Air France aircraft to Marseilles 
and the daily killings in Algiers. Only a week ago, 23 
Algerians whose aircraft landed because of a technical 
malfunction, disappeared from Marseilles airport, where 
the hyackers had been overpowered. Somebody is going 
to pay for that. The interior minister, whose people 
stormed the hijacked plane, is using all his intelligence 
institutions to follow the Muslims, and they know it. The 
message transmitted to the imams who come from 
Libya, Saudi Arabia, or Turkey is unequivocal: “Sit 
quietly or you will be deported.” 


Department 9 of the General Intelligence Service, which 
is in charge of the war against terrorism, has been put in 
charge of the clandestine supervision of the mosques. 
The supervision of Friday sermons is especially tight. 
The organization in charge of counterintelligence is 
going to deal with Muslim extremists as it does with 
other seditious groups. Shaykh ‘Abdallah al-Baqi 
Sahrawi [name as transliterated], a leader of the FIS 
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{Islamic Salvation Front], the Algerian underground 
organization, who lives in France, is under constant 
surveillance. Last August's “Polamber File” [name as 
transliterated] found that France deported to Burkina 
(formerly Upper Volta) 20 Muslim suspects. 


Beyond the constant surveillance, the authorities are also 
taking “bureaucratic attrition” measures. When non- 
French civilians are involved the mission is easy. Infor- 
mation about their association with fundaniczialist 
Organizations comes from their countries of origin. It is 
possible to withhold residence permits. There is more 
discrete “harassment” of French organizations and indi- 
viduals, such as tailing them. 


Then why is there talk here of a time bomb? Because 
these are only preventive measures. France fecls threat- 
ened. As long as the war in Algeria continues, the 
Muslims will continue arriving and strengthening, and 
then nobody will succeed to smash the empires of the 
imams in the mosques and the ghettoes. 
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IL MESSAGGERO Interviews Foreign Minister 


BR1302142095 Rome IL MESSAGGERO in Italian 
13 Feb 95 p4 


[Interview with italian Foreign Minister Susanna Agneili 
by Fabio Isman: date, place not given: “Somalia, What 
a Waste of Money””’] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt]7he first woman foreign min- 
ister in the history of Italy has just completed her first 
state visit: three days in India together with President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro. But Susanna Agnelli, “Suni” to her 
close friends, is not at all stirred. With the eternal 
understatement that is more or less a family hallmark, 
she says, “1 was an under secretary for eight years, in four 
successive governments, and I usuaily stood in for the 
ministers on official visits, so actually there has not been 
a great difference. The only surprise was perhaps a 
question put to me by an Indian reporter, who asked me: 
How do vou explain the fact that you have become a 
minister at your age?’ But I am just joking. Actually, as 
soon as i alighted from the presidential aircraft, | found 
myself faced with a terrible matter: the killing of an RAI 
{state broadcasting corporation] correspondent, a cam- 
eraman, in Mogadishu.” 


[Isman] A problem that was not easy to deal with? 


[Agnelli] Apart from my sorrow, deep sorrow, you 
reporters expect someone to comment on an event even 
before hearing the news. Be that as it may, it is a terrible 
thing, and it 1s little consolation that it happened in 
Mogadishu and that Somalia is Somalia. Of course, 
someone who choses to work as a reporter cannot only go 
to areas where there is no risk. In this case, I do not 
know... perhaps such great risks should not be taken. 


[Isman] Is there any chance of the situation in Somalia 
evolving? 


[Agnelli] The chances strike me as extremely remote. As of 
now, a change in the near future seems almost impossible 

And it 1s sad, when you think how much money has been 
spent, how much effort has gone into it, how many things 
have been done. Every attempt has been made to help, but, 
at least for the time being, to no avail. 


[Isman] Considering the lean times that Italy its going 
through in terms of international credibility, is your job 
also to act as a sort of ambassador abroad for our return 
to serenity and stability? 


[Agnelli] I am also the minister of expatriate Italians, 
because the two ministries have been merged. And we 
already have a large number of good career ambassadors. 


[Isman] Nevertheless, our image beyond our borders 
definitely leaves something to be desired. Why is that, in 
your opinion? 


[Agnelli] Italy has been through a difficult time, a very, 
very difficult time, and I think that it is very complicated 
for foreigners to understand what is happening in Italy. 
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Even now, it 1s difficult: There is a foreign minister. but 
no one knows how long she will remain in office. No 
commentator ever fails to point out that this 1s the 54th 
government in less than 50 years. 


[Isman! Nevertheless, the markets are already looking 
up. They seem to be reacting positively, do they not? 


[Agnelli] And a good thing too. Let us hope they have 
realized that something may have changed. 


[Isman] But how long do you think it will take the 
government of which you are a member to achieve what 
it has set out to do? 


[Agnelli] You must ask Dini that, not me. 


[Isman] Nevertheless, do you feel committed to meeting 
ail the targets thai Dini himself has announced? 


[Agnelli] Of course, as foreign minister, | do not have to 
concern myself directly with pensions or electoral laws to 
any great extent; if anything, I shall work at ensuring that 
our country acquires a more attractive image, both 
abroad and, perhaps, in Italy itself. 


[Isman] You explained recently to those who reminded 
you of your English governess s rule “never to forget that 
you are an Agnelli” that your surname has been a help 
and a hindrance in equal measure. Others have insinu- 
ated that you were appointed as a result of your brother 
pulling strings. Do you find this offensive? 


[Agnelli] Not offensive, but not true. You see, I am in 
constant contact with my brother all the time, so when I 
received the offer. we discussed it at once. But it is 
absolutely untrue that I received it via my brother. 


[Isman] What was the worst episode in Italian political 
life over the last few months or years? 


[Agnelli] Well, we went through it not long ago: When it 
was anybody's guess how this crisis would turn out. In 
my opinion, it was a very difficult episode indeed. 


[{Isman] On the eve of Dini's arrival at Palazzo Chigi. Why? 


[“.gnelli] Because people could not understand where the 
country was going, and this 1s always a very ugly thing. 
[passage omitted] 


Berlusconi Interviewed About Election Prospects 


BR1302150395 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
13 Feb 95 po 


[Telephone interview with Forza Italia leader Silvio 
Berlusconi in Arcore by “V. T.” in Milan on 12 Feb- 
ruary: “Berlusconi: We Will Meet But With a View toa 
June Election...""] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Milan—{Passage omitted] 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Mr. Berlusconi, did you hear the 
charges that Pivetti leveled at you? 
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[Berlusconi] They do not deserve a single word of reply. 
There are more important things. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Your dialogue with D’Alema, for 
instance” 


[Berlusconi] | consider that an important issue. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Will there be a meeting now, fol- 
lowing vour telephone conversation? 


[Berlusconi] Yes. we agreed that it 1s worth meeting to 
discuss the situation. And how to resolve it. That ts, by 
giving the Italian people the opportunity to choose. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Do you still audere to a date in June? 
[Berlusconi] Yes 
{LA REPUBBLIC A) What about D’Alema? 


[Berlusconi] I wall listen to his opinion. But if there 1s a 
desire to negotiate seriously, some interesting prospects 
may open up. It 1s not a matter of benefiting any 
particular side, but of serving democracy. And the rules 
of democracy demand an election as soon as possible: 
The people must be able to choose whether to be 
governed by the Freedom Pole or by the alliance that has 
formed around the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left]. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] What about the regulations gov- 
erning the media? What about equal status? 


[Berlusconi] If there ts a willingness to observe the 
democratic rules, al! the rest can be discussed: We are 
willing to do so. | have said several tumes that Fininvest 
could refrain from broadcasting electoral programs 
during the election campaign. But it ts too early to talk 
about this. First of all, the prime necessity must be made 
clear—that the people's sovereignty be restored. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] What about your dialogue with 
Buttighone’ There 1s a problem for the PPI [Itahan 
Popular Party) leader—the impossibility of allying with 
the AN [National Alliance]. 


|Berluscom:] We are totally open to dialogue with Butt- 
ighhone. We will examine how it can develop, where it 
could lead. But this, with absolute clarity—that 1s, on the 
basis of concrete programs, not on the basis of the 
predetermined composition of alignments, not on the 
basis of tactics or manecuverings for ulterior purposes. 


{LA REPUBBLIC A] Would you agree to a Forza Italia- 
PPI axis within the Pole? 


|Berluscom] The unsty of the Pole ts an established fact. 
Let us consider a simple example. If an agreement on a 
program were to be reached with Buttighone, if an 
agreement were to be reached on the important pnnci- 
ples—the family. solidarity, jobs—and if the AN were 
agreed on this too, well, how could the PPI demand to 
exclude the AN” People would not understand. Be that 
as it may. the essential thing 1s clarity. And ideas are 
clarified through dialogue... 
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Articles Examine Country's Islamic Centers 


“Defend Islam™ 


BR1402110295 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
in Italian 4 Feb 95 p 40 


[Report signed “R. E.”: “One: Defend Islam™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] “Had it not been for us. who 
would have helped our Muslim brothers who live herc”” 
Saad Abu Zeid, an Egyptian, divides his time between 
Viale Jemner 50 and the office in Lugano where he 
directs the many act'vities of the Islamic Cultural Inst:- 
tute. And from his desk, in the two-story building that 
hosts the city’s most crowded mosque, he vones his 
criticism at the state of neglect in which the 33,000 Arabs 
with residence permits and the thousands of ilicgal 
immigrants scattered throughtout Milan and its province 
have been left over recent years: The reception centers 
neglected by the city council, the lack of welfare facth- 
ties, and a law that fails to safeguard even those who hold 
a residence permit. 


But Milan does not only have the institute mm Viale 
Jenner, which performs a social role and 1s also active on 
the international front, providing aid in areas where 
Islam 1s at war. The other large group of Muslims 
revolves around the Islamic Center at Via Rovigo |! and 
the House of Islamic Culture at Via Padova 38, which 
are much more moderate. The community ts divided on 
just this point: the conflict between religious practice 
and political activity. “We want to constitute a reference 
point for Italy, and we want to integrate into the fabric of 
Itahan society,” explains Abdul Jalil Randellini. an 
Itahan who has become a leading light of the Via Rovigo 
center after adopting the Koran. 


However, there is no talk of integration among those 
who frequent the institute in Viale Jenner, which. in 
addition to the mosque, runs a meeting room with books 
and videocassettes on the Islamic cause and a school for 
children from the whole of Lombardy and hosts the 
headquarters of the “Paradise” cooperative. which 
covers a wide range of business, from Islamic butcher's 
shops to cleaning firms. This was the base from which 
the crusade to “win over” the Muslirn immigrants was 
launched, with visits to the outlying neighborhoods. up 
to the point where control was gained over the reception 
centers, on which the institute's emissarnes and religious 
leaders have managed to impose order and respect for 
the Koran. 


“For example.” says Saad Abu Zeid. “we are the only 
organization in the city that 1s looking after Bosman 
Muslim families. We are putting them up in our apart- 
ments in Preve Emanuele. Then, via the cooperative. we 
have provided jobs for a lot of people. The estate 
agencies know us too, because we are looking for homes 
for those without a roof over their heads. 


“But our greatest concern ts the school for our children.” 
explains Zeid. “We have opened the first day school in 
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Arabic. Every day, 150 children arrive at our premises in 
Viale Jenner. We fetch them in two minibuses, even 
from as far afield as Novara, Brescia, and Como. We are 
now full to overflowing, and the waiting list is extremely 
long. We are people who have a lot of children,” he 
laughs. “But they have their lessons in a structure that is 
not a school. We hear that there are disused schoc! 
buildings in Milan because there are not enough chil- 
dren. We are ready to rent these buildings. We are ready 
to adopt the Italian school curriculum, inserting lessons 
on matters concerr:ng our culture and language. We 
already have the teachers and pupils. We have sent a 
request to this effect to Councillor [for cultural matters] 
Daverio, but we have had no reply. 


Activities in Via Padova and Via Rovigo are concerned 
more with the religious aspect in the stricter sense. “Our 
work is not concentrated in a single spot. We visit as many 
places as possible.” explains Randellini, “not least because 
we do not have the facilities for running a large center. But 
interest for Islam is growing. From 40 to 50 people, 
Milanese people, attend our Saturday lessons on the 
Koran. Just a few years ago there were five. We provide 
assistance for our Muslim brothers in prison in Varese, 
and, via the Unron of Islamic Communities, we are 
working on obtaining a concordat with the Italian state. 


Fabrizio Gatti Guido Olimpio 
[Box] 


Le Monde: Milan, the Weak Link 


Italy, the weak link in the fight against Islamic 
extremism. 


Such is the verdict pronounced by the French daily, LE 
MONDE, which devotes a whole page to the challenge to 
fundamentalism. Referring to reports that have already 
appeared in the international press, LE MONDE claims 
that islamic Salvation Front (FIS) militants are orga- 
nizing a network to fan the flames of the war against the 
military in Algiers. 


The mujaheddin—LE MONDE claims—could be receiving 
help from organized crime with its own ends in view. 


In particular, the extremists are said to be trying to make 
use of the organizations involved in drug trafficking to 
get help to their cells. 


The paper's Italian correspondent also maintains that 
Milan—as, indeed, we pointed out in the inquiry that we 
published in yesterday's CORRIERE DELLA SERA—is 
tine Islamic fundamentalists’ main base. 


Suspect activities are also said to be undertaken at the 
university for foreigners in Perugia. According to LE 
MONDE, the extremists are strengthening their bases in 
Europe. taking advantage of the current low level of 
surveillance. The Italian authorities, the paper states, are 
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not doing enough to monitor the movements and activ- 
ities of the groups that incite their followers to take up 
the armed struggle. 


A high level of activity on the part of FIS and GIA 
{Armed Islamic Group] (the movement's hard-line wing) 
militants has also been registered in Great Britain and 
Switzerland, these two states reportedly being the strong- 
holds of fundamentalism. The French press’s repeated 
attacks on Italy appear to reveal a certain annoyance—in 
a number of specific circles—at the peace initiative on 
Algeria undertaken by the Community of Sant’Egidio. 


“Soldiers of Islam™ 


BR1402110495 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
in Italian 3 Feb 95 p 42 


[Article by Fabrizio Gatti and Guido Olimpio: “Immi- 
grants, Soldiers of Islam”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Seven Moroccans knocked at the 
doors of the reception center in Via Novara just before 
Christmas. The vere well-dressed, with long beards, 
and the silver n. g¢ that distinguishes religious Muslims. 
They were not looking for a place to stay, but for 
believers to return to their faith in Allah. Their visit was 
just the last chapter in the struggle that has broken out in 
the desolate suburbs of Milan. Islam, after having orga- 
nized itself with institutes, mosques and work coopera- 
tives, has launched itself in a campaign aimed at winning 
over the thousands of Arab and north African citizens 
who are obliged to lead a difficult life. 


“When a person loses hope in life, what remains is the 
hope of paradise,” confides Ahmed, coming out of a 
container that has been renovated. perhaps with money 
that came from far away. Those seven Moroccans had 
arrived from Belgium, one of the moderate bases of 
fundamentalism in Europe, that form the vanguard of a 
network that collects offers throughout the world to 
support the Islamic cause. 


A simple glance at the reception centers is enough to 
understand that a lot has changed. After the municipality 
announced that they were to be closed, and decided to 
make “cuts” in funding, the disciplined religious groups 
stepped forward. The emissaries of the Islamic Cultural 
Institute, at 50 Via Jenner, are more “radical”. The men 
who identify themselves with the Union of Islamic 
Communities in Italy (UCOI) are “softer”. The sermons 
and the appeals have reached the hearts and minds of 
many immigrants. Years of emargination, and the lack of 
adequate structures, have favored the winds of Islam. 
There is also a converted Italian amongst those who 
spread the word of Mohammed. His new name is 
Mohammed. He used to be a plumber at Cologno 
Monzese. He embraced the faith, and has become a 
member of the Dawa Etabligh organization, trans- 
forming himself into a flying preacher who travels in a 
van, visiting the Arab communities of the city. “Look 
you are making a mistake in life, remember that you are 
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a Muslim. You cannot continue to follow the wrong 
road,” this is the warning that the former plumber, in his 
gray coat and prophet’s beard, gives to the brothers who 
have left the straight and narrow path as a result of their 
long stay in Italy. 


The center in Via Corelli is no longer the same. The 
change has been radical. Before it was a base for hawkers 
and drifters who had gotten the upper hand on the 
honest ones. In 1994 the municipality decided to cluse 
the dormitory and cut off the current. Everything seemed 
to be lost. Instead, order and cleanliness have reigned for 
a month. The guests, under the severe guidance of the 
religious men, have gotten organized and are running the 
place themselves. A contract has been signed for the 
supply of electricity, the mosque has been renovated, 
and those who do not accept the new ruie have been sent 
away. Even the two immigrants who are the “owners” of 
a sort of bar in their container, sent away because they 
did not accept the Islamic rules that outlaw the sale and 
consumption of alcoholic drinks. 


“Yes, it seems to us that, since the religious Muslims 
arrived, the camp in Via Corelli has been running in an 
orderly way, like a barracks,” confirms Matteo Fiore, 
director of the municipality's social services. Entering the 
center 1s like visiting a citadel governed by koranic law. 
You catch glimpses of men in long white robes between the 
silent alleys around the container-mosque, crowded in 
these days of Ramadan. There ts also a koranic school and 
an imam available at any hour of the day. 


“We have been to the reception centers in the suburbs 
and the people have understood that it 1s thanks to the 
religion—says Saad Abu Zeid, an Egyptian, who divides 
his time between the institute in Via Jenner and 
Lugano-— if you can see that the Muslim foreigners in 
Milan are more organized than the other foreigners now. 
It is because the Muslim cultural institutes do the 
organization. They do not just come to pray, they also 
find food beciuse the institutes have been intelligent 
enough to transform the interest in prayer into a social 
event, and that is helpful.” 


The more tepidly faithful are stirred by propaganda 
videocassettes that exalt the work of the Islamic muja- 
heddins, from Palestine to Algeria, from Kurdistan to 
Afghanistan. Often the films and books dedicated to the 
Jihad, the famous holy war, are the only material avail- 
able in Arabic for the immigrants in the city. “There is 
no library, and there is no cinema or meeting place where 
the programs are in Arabic. The religious centers 
remain,” a north Afnican layman, who asks to remain 
anonymous, commented bitterly. 


The muscle treatment comes into action for those who 
makes mistakes, if reprimands are not sufficient. The 
faith does not permit yielding. Allah does not only 
require prayers to be respected, but also missions on 
earth that can lead to paradise. The more fervent can 
apply to jon up in Bosnia or Cecenia in Viale Jenner. 
However, the “philosophical” preachers of the Dawa 
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Etabligh use Via Corelli as a fulcrum too. They stay for 
two weeks, go looking for proselytes. and then Iicave 
again. They pass through the “hottest” points of the 
world—from the Balkans to the Sudan—where the fol- 
lowers of Islam are involved in the front line. 


The situation in the reception center at 3! Via Giorgi 
does not seem to be any different. There is a strong 
economic wing of the institute in Viale Jenner at “6 Via 
Pitteri, the management of which the municipality has 
handed «ver to the “Paradise” cooperative. In order to 
work in the company it is not only necessary to be a 
practicing Muslim, you 2lso have to be engaged in the 
field. The deeds of the religious men in the center at 451 
Via Novara, who have the mosques of the UCOI as their 
reference point, are on the other hand more moderate. 


An important role in the immigration campaign ts carried 
out by a dense network of commercial interests. Cleaning 
companies, butchers who sell meat that has been treated in 
accordance with the laws of the Koran, and bakeries 
(sometimes rented by the hour by shop owners in Milan to 
their Arab colleagues) fill up the coffers that sustain the 
cause. However, the nbs of lamb certainly are not enough 
to fund the political religious effort. The faithful and 
traders are invited—with firm pressure too—to make their 
offers. Little boxes—almost identical to those for the 
Catholic missionaries—are displayed on shop counters. 
However, the greatest support does not come from Milan. 
The princes of the Persian Gulf intervene to support the 
most unfortunate of their brothers. They sign checks in 
favor of religious, political and humanitarian institutions 
in Europe. The flow of assistance has increased as a result 
of the number of conflicts that are surrounding Italy. 
Milan is exactly half way between the tensions that are 
agitating North Africa and the refuges of those who are 
obliged to go into exile. 


The Political Groups in the City—From Jama Islamya 
to Fis, the Six Organizations 


The most important political organizations of the Sunni 
faith are present in Milan. 


Jama Islamya. A group that is fighting an armed struggle 
against the regime in Egypt. It does not hesitate to strike 
westerners and tourists. The spiritual leader is the blind 
shaykh, Abdel Rahman (in prison in the USA). Strong 
propaganda activities. 

Ennhada. A Tunisian group, led by Rachid Gannouchi. 
Reduced activity amongst the immigrants. Until a few 
years ago they organized protest demonstrations. 


Fis. This is the main Algerian Islamic movement. Leaflet 
distribution and distribution of cassettes in Islamic 
centers. Its representative in the north is Othman 
Deramchi. In addition to the Fis there are members of 
minor groups. 

Muslim Brotherhood. Numerous Arab citizens are mili- 
tant members of the Muslim Brotherhood, that 1s one of 
the historical fundamentalist organizations. The goal of 
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the brotherhood 1s to attain power through th. institu- 
tions. Many activities at a social level. 


Hilal. This is the opposition movement, of Islamic 
inspiration, in Morocco, and is forced te be clandestine. 
There are only a few members from the Moroccan 
community in Milan. 


Dawa Etabligh. The preachers from this organization, 
that is very strong in Afghanistan and Pakistan, attend 
the reception centers to give new light to the Islamic 


spirit. 


The Enlister—“De you want to fight in Chechnya?” 


“Religious fighters” are recruited in Milan to send to 
Bosnia and to Chechnya. 


The Islamic cultural institute at 50 Viale Jenner looks for 
volunteers from among the Muslim immigrants present 
in the city. According to indiscretions, the last group of 
“mujaheddin™, left a few months ago. 


Rachid, who attends the mosque in Viale Jenner, is one 
of the boys who has been contacted by the mission. 
However, after evaluating the risks and prospectives he 
preferred to renounce. Here 1s his testimony. 


[F alister}: How are things? Are you working? 


[Rachid]: No. look, things have finished here now. There 
1s no work in Italy. We have been away from our country 
for seven years. 


[Enlister}: No, things have not finished. When you 
believe in God there is always an opportunity. For 
example I have a proposal for you. When you are ready, 
come here. and | will give you the information. 


{Rachid}: About what? 
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[Enlister}: It is possible to earn onc or two million a 
month as a fighter in 3osnia or in Chechnya. We do 
everything regarding the documents. However, first of 
all, you must be convinced. 


Already, two years ago, Shaykh Anwar Shaban, an authori- 
tative figure in the Milan Muslim community, confirmed 
that hundreds of young immigyants were ready to shed their 
blood to defend their brothers in Bosnia who had been 
abandoned by the West. The organization, that also sec, to 
supplying the documents, publishes a magazine with details 
of the latest aid. In addition to volunteers, the institute 
periodically sends food, medicine, and texts for mosques 
and koranic schools. 


Immigration Boom From ‘East’ Seen in 1994 


BR1002134995 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
9 Feb 95 p 20 


— report: “Immugration Boom From East in 
l ” 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Rome—In 1994 fewer immi- 
grants entered Italy, especially from America, Africa, 
and Asia, whereas tne “boom” of immigrants from: the 
East continued. Among “legal” foreigners the drop was 
6.6 percent, the number of residence permits dropping 
from 987,405 to 922,706. According to Rome-based 
Caritas Diocesana, which disclosed some of the data 
contained in the fifth Immigration Report which was 
drafted for tomorrow's meeting of the councilors of cities 
most interested in the issue, communities from che East 
have risen 8.7 percent in one year—from 17.58 to 20.63 
percent—whereas the presence of North Africans was at 
17.34 percent, which means almost a 7-percent drop. 


On the other hand, the number of “illegal” immigrants 
has been estimated at 400,000. At the regional level, 
Latium has lost its first place in the number of immi- 
grants (down 22.5 percent}—passing from 244,067 at the 
end of 1993 to 189,207 now—and has been outstripped 
by Lombardy with 206,700. Rome province still has the 
highest number with 173,459 residence permits against 
Milan province 144,601. 
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Gonzalez, Aznar Popularity Gauged After Debate 


BR1302154795 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 10 Feb 95 
pil? 


{Unattributed report: “Gonzalez Beats Aznar With His 
Parliamentary Appeal”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Felipe Gonzalez showed off his 
parliamentary skills in beating out Jose Maria Aznar in 
the debate on the state of the nation and enjoyed greater 
confidence among the citizens as a political leader than 
the People’s Party leader, with 33 percent compared to 
24 percent, according to the data collected from an 
urgent telephone survey carried out yesterday by Demo- 
scopia. The prime minister argued his way out of the 
harassment of the past months and his activities in 
Congress enjoyed more support than his opponent's. 
Some 20 percent liked Felipe Gonzalez’s speech best, 
compared to 14 percent for Aznar, and 15 percent for 
United Left Coordinator General Julio Anguita. 
Gonzalez thus turned around the trend of the last two 
debates, in which he was defeated by the People’s Party 
president. Nevertheless, those surveyed felt that Aznar 
better reflected whai was happening in the country, with 
21 percent, compared to the 17 percent who felt that 
Gonzalez was more realistic. 


The political uncertainty and tension stoked by the 
scandals, and in particular by the reopening of the GAL 
{Anti-Terrorist Liberation Groups] case, have not been 
reflected in greater interest in the debate. Some 8 percent 
of the 800 people surveyed by Demoscopia followed the 
entire debate or most of it (last year the figure was 14 
percent) and 10 percent followed about half of it (com- 
pared to 13 percent in 1994). 


The debate was advanced by the government in order to 
try to stop political instability and demonstrate the level 
of solidity of the legislative pact linking the PSOE 
{Spanish Socialist Workers Party] and CiU [Conver- 
gence and Union]. However, supporters of early elec- 
tions (at 44 percent) continue to form the majority: Some 
28 percent favors the dissolution of parliament in a few 
weeks and 16 percent next spring. On the contrary, 35 
percent of those surveyed favored the dissolution of 
parliament in 1977 [as published]. 


Comparing this distribution of public opinion with the 
results of the most recent poll in January, in which only 
the two alternatives of early elections or going until the 
end of the legislative session were taken into account, the 
proportions did not vary. Indeed, those in favor of 
dissolving parliament were in a minority (35 percent 
now, 32 percent in January), although in December they 
were in the majority. The total number of people cur- 
rently in favor of cutting short the legislative session (44 
percent) is somewhat less than the figure obtained in the 
January poll (49 percent) and higher than the figure 
obtained in December (36 percent). 


Despite the fact that Gonzalez’ speech pleased more 
people (20 percent) than Aznar’s (14 percent), the oppo- 
site is true when it comes to which of the two speeches 
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best reflects the situation in the country. For 21 percent 
of those who followed the debate, Aznar’s speech suit- 
ably reflected what is happening, as opposed to the 17 
percent who consider that Gonzalez has a better view of 
reality. Some 42 percent believed that the prime minister 
was out of touch with the reality of the situation, whereas 
33 percent thought this to be the case for the leader of the 


largest opposition party. 


Even though one in three people interviewed said that 
Gonzalez inspired more confidence than Aznar (24 
percent), in total contradiction the image of Felipe 
Gonzalez suffered more in the debate than that of Jose 
Maria Aznar, 20 percent of those who followed the 
debate said that their opinion of Gonzalez had gone 
down, as opposed to the 15 percent who said that Aznar 
had gone down in their view. 


Almost half the people who remembered one of the 
speeches (46 percent) had no preference or special sym- 
pathy for either of them. 


The “memorableness” of the speeches by both political 
leaders is very similar to last year’s debate. As in 1994, and 
in very similar proportions, the most memorable state- 
ments were those made by Felipe Gonzalez (67 percent) 
and Jose Maria Aznar (65 percent), followed closely by 
statements made by Julio Anguita (49 percent) and, much 
further behind, those made by Inaki Anasagasti of the 
Basque National Party [PNV] (13 percent), Lorenzo Olarte 
of the Canaries Coalition (5 percent), and Pilar Rahola of 
the Catalan Republican Left (3 percent). 


Daily Director Discusses GAL Coverage 


95ES0087A Madrid TIEMPO in Spanish 
23 Jan 95 pp 26-33 


{Article by Carlos Fonseca and Alejandrina Gomez: 
“The Strange Triangle”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] A twist of fate has put them in 
the same boat. Former policemen Jose Amedo and 
Michel Dominguez, the reporter who investigated them, 
and the judge who sent them to prison used to be 
irreconcilably at odds. Now, though, they are joined 
together in a strange triangle that threatens to unmask 
the mysterious “Mr. X” in the GAL [Anti-Terrorist 
Liberation Groups] and that has brought on the Socialist 
government’s biggest political crisis. 


“I spill the beans only in winter, when it gets cold.” This 
remark, which Jose Amedo made years ago, turned out 
to be prescient. On the same chilly 16 December that 
Arturo Romani, the vice president of Banesto, walked 
into Alcala-Meco Prison, the former policeman “spilled 
the beans,” and Pedro J. Ramirez noted, in a discreet 
news item in EL MUNDO, that he had given Garzon the 
documents that he had in his possession about the “GAL 
affair.” A strange triangle of individuals irreconcilably at 
odds, of victims and executioners, had formed to pluck 
the GAL case file from the “drainpipes” of democracy. 
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At one point of the triangle sits Pedro J. Ramirez, the 
editor and publisher of the daily EL MUNDO, the 
scourge of former police officers Amedo and Dominguez 
with his investigations of the “dirty war” against ETA. 
At another is Judge Baltasar Garzon, the man who sent 
them to prison, and at the third we have the former 
agents themselves. who have switched roles, from vic- 
tims to executioners. A “terribly suspicious and danger- 
ous” triangle. in the opinion of the president of Extrem- 
adura, Socialist Juan Carlos Rodriguez Ibarra. There is 
no agreement, however, as to whether it is equilateral, 
isosceles, or scalene, that is to say. whether all of its sides 
are equal, whether just two of them are, or whether they 
bear no relationship whatsoever to each other. They have 
one unresolved matter in common: GAL. As far as the 
PSOE is concerned, moreover, they have a single goal: to 
topple Felipe Gonzalez. 


The Socialists say that the supposed conspiracy to topple 
their number one man was fueled by a desire for revenge 
on the part of the two policemen. Amedo and 
Dominguez, and of the judge, Baltasar Garzon, all three 
of whom were once seduced by power and who now carry 
a suitcase full of grievances stemming from the govern- 
ment’s unkept promises. The three have as their 
sounding board the pages of EL MUNDO. whose editor, 
Pedro J. Ramirez, has become the “bete noire” of the 
PSOE because of his investigations into political corrup- 
tion. There are even those who see shadier, more Machi- 
avellian designs. One of them is the PSOE’s organiza- 
tional secretary, Cipria Ciscar, who in remarks to Radio 
Nacional accused the newspaper of trying to cover up the 
Banesto affair with the statements by the former 
policemen. h3)\Coming Together 


The three sides of the triangle have come together along 
quite different paths. After serving in courts in Vaiverde 
del Camino, Vitoria, and Almeria, Baltasar Garzon 
arrived in Central Lower Court Number Five and came 
across a case that had languished in the hands of his 
predecessor, Francisco Jose Castro Meije. With the aid 
of prosecutor Ignacio Gordillo, who supported most of 
the judge's actions while he was assigned to the case, the 
pace of the investigation suddenly picked up. Just six 
months later, Amedo and Dominguez were entering 
prison, and three months after that the Criminal Divi- 
sion of the National Hall of Justice was corroborating the 
judge’s investigations with its own prosecution of the 
agents. The same division, however, closed the door on 
the investigation into the Interior Ministry's confidential 
funds as the source of GAL financing because it was 
classified material. 


Prosecutor Gordillo, who filed the report with the Public 
Prosecutor's Office of the National Hall of Justice calling 
for an investigation of the first action for which GAL 
claimed responsibility, the kidnaping of Segundo Marey, 
and for no statute of limitations on the crime, recalls that 
“while Garzon was involved in politics, this prosecutor's 
office never abandoned the investigation. We continued 
to take procedural steps and kept very active in trying to 
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clear up this matter.” Returning to the courtroom afier 
his brief fling with politics, Garzon came across GAL 
again through the Marey case. 


“I support Garzon completely.’ Gordillo said categori- 
cally. “There is no possible collusion with either the two 
former policemen or with EL MUNDO. Amedo and 
Dominguez appeared of their own free will to testify. 
Moreover, if a newspaper has contacts with them and 
publishes what they say based on its right to free speech, 
then we respect that.” 


Pedro J., the second side of the odd triangle, recalls that 
“they kicked me out of one newspaper (an allusion to 
DIARIO 16) because I kept on publishing stories and 
doing investigative journalism on GAL.” He adds that 
there are no diabolical conspiracies or alliances to justify 
his continued interest in this matter. The acerbic edito- 
rials attacking the magistrate who dreamed of becoming 
a minister are a thing of the past. “His decision to accept 
second spot on the PSOE slate in Madrid represents a 
real change of sides in the battle to consolidate liberties. 
It is also a deplorable betrayal of the trust that was placed 
in him...It has been some time since one single man has 
done so much damage to the ethical well-being of so 
many,” read an EL MUNDO editorial of 28 Apri] 1993. 


The editor of EL MUNDO says: “We do not voice our 
unswerving support for anyone. We judge people's 
behavior. His involvement with politics seemed to us to 
be a betrayal of his principles, and this is why we harshly 
criticized his candidacy. Events proved us right. showing 
that he was in the wrong and that there was no sincere 
intention to renew democracy and battle corruption. In 
his favor, Garzon realized this and set things straight. | 
attribute his time in the PSOE, in the government, to a 
temporary mental disturbance. Now that he 1s active 
again as a judge, showing that he is the same man as 
before, we are supporting him anew.” 


The third and last side, perhaps the hardest one to fit in, 
consists of former police officials Amedo and 
Dominguez, who are today allied with the judge who 
jailed them and with the newsman who investigated 
them and uncovered their activities, Melchor Miralles, 
the editor of EL MUNDO DE EL PAIS VASCO. The 
newsman, a veteran investigator of the GAL intrigue and 
the man who was really behind the revelations of the two 
former policemen, recounts how their confession came 
about: “Ever since Amedo and Dominguez entered 
prison, | had contact with them directly and through 
third parties. When they were in prison and started 
granting interviews, I told them that I wasn't interested if 
they just wanted to keep on lying. I told them that | 
wanted an interview on the day that they decided to tell 
the truth.” 


Contacts 


The third stage in the legal proceedings began, and the 
reporter intensified his contacts: “I met with them 
countless times and over coffee they began telling me 
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things. | know that these meetings did not go unnoticed 
and that a lot of alarms went off. There were people who 
went to see Amedo to ask him why he was meeting with 
me. In late October Michel said that he couldn't take 
anymore and that he was willing to spill the beans, and 
he told Amedo so. The three of us cpoke, and I told them 
that I was not going to publish the sort of heavy stuff that 
they were relating to me unless they were going to back it 
up with testimony before the judge. They replied that 
they were willing to cooperate with the courts but that 
before that they wanted me to tell their story in case 
anything happened to them, on the condition that I not 
use the information until they had finished testifying 
before the judge.” 


“They were sick and tired of unkept promises,” Miralles 
goes on to say, “among them a pardon. Belloch turned 
off the tap of the monthly allowance that the ministry 
was giving them, and they had heard that investigations 
were under way that could cause them to lose in the third 
stage. Furthermore, Roldan’s remark that he was not 
going to be fooled like Amedo and Dominguez hit them 
like a bombshell. It was an accumulation of circum- 
stances that prompted them to talk.” 


Jose Ramon Amedo Fernandez, Jose Amedo’s father, 
was more surprised than anyone by his sudden revela- 
tions: “I had no influence on his decision to talk. It came 
exclusively from him. I was a police commissioner for 30 
years in Bilbao and never discussed the professional 
matters | was involved in with anybody, not even with 
my family. This is what I instilled in my son and what he 
has always done. What is obvious ts that they have been 
hung out to dry: two officers do not organize something 
like that.” Amedo sought to dispel this impression some 
time ago when he asserted that “there is no ‘X.” This ‘X’ 
may be the result of Mr. Garzon’s youth, nothing more.” 
Later, last May, the same Amedo added: “My silence is 
as good as faith.” He, of course, has now lost all faith. 


[Box, p 28] 


[TIEMPO] PSOE leaders have started talking about a 
dangerous triangle consisting of Judge Garzon, Amedo 
and Dominguez, and you to topple the president. 
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[Ramirez] I think that the danger to Felipe Gonzalez will 
not be what Garzon, EL MUNDO, or much less Amedo 
and Dominguez might do. The danger will be what he or 
members of his government and administration have 
done in connection with GAL. I can only speak for EL 
MUNDO, and I can say that our relationship with both 
Amedo and Dominguez and with Garzon is strictly 
journalistic. 


[TIEMPO] Have you paid for the revelations by the 
former policemen? 


[Ramirez] We have a policy of never paying for infor- 
mation. Such nonsensical things have been said that I 
think talking about EL MUNDO '’s relations with Amedo 
and Dominguez puts the matter out of focus. 


[TIEMPO] Is there some sort of agreement between the 
judge and EL MUNDO to support your investigations? 


[Ramirez] No such agreement is necessary. EL MUNDO 
has been characterized by its support for all judicial 
actions aimed at clearing up cases of political corruption, 
and our interest in this matter antedates the existence of 
the paper itself. Garzon does not need any agreement to 
have EL MUNDO’s support for his goal of clearing up 
the facts. 


[TIEMPO] PSOE ranks are saying that revenge is ulti- 
mately the motive that unites you three. 


[Ramirez] I do not know what I have to avenge. | do not 
know whether Garzon has some personal grievance with 
Gonzalez. I have not been on any PSOE slate or in his 
government, nor has he promised me anything. 


[TIEMPO] It has been suggested that Mario Conde’s 
money is behind all this. 


[Ramirez] How surrealistically stupid. There has been no 
shareholder relationship whatsoever between Mario 
Conde and EL MUNDO since he ceased to be president 
of Banesto 14 months ago. In any event, I am sure that he 
has had nothing do with it. 
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Denmark 


Foreign Minister on Iranian Official’s Visit 


BR1402103295 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT 
in Danish 11 Feb 95 p 4 


[Report on an interview with Danish Foreign Minister 
Niels Helveg Petersen by Anne Lea Landsted: “Helveg 
Sees Islam As a Growing Problem” ] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Radical Liberal Foreign Minister 
Niels Helveg Petersen considered canceling a visit by 
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Mahmud Vaezi, but he 
went through with it in the end for fear of problems with 
Islamic fundamentalists. 


“I considered very carefully whether this visit should go 
ahead. My reflections centered on the question you 
should always ask yourself in situations like this. Will it 
be of any use? Is the visit worth the time spent on it? The 
outcome of my personal reflections and the advice I 
could get here in the ministry was that going through 
with the visit was probably the wisest course.” 


[Landsted] What did you consider? 


[Helveg Petersen] It was the public reaction among other 
things. But it was also the fear of what further isolation 
of the Islamic world could lead to. Just look at Algeria. 
The country has become so isolated that it no longer 
wants to talk to anybody. They kill all journalists. That is 
no solution either. 


{[Landsted] Are you afraid of Islam? 


[Helveg Petersen] I am afraid that this will spread. I am 
afraid of all violent conceptions of society. I think we 
should be. I think that it is terribly dangerous to distance 
yourself from the Islamic world. We have a large and 
growing problem with [slam and Islamic fundamental- 
ists. This is a problem we must face up to. We will have 
to have talks with them. This is unfortunately the situa- 
tion facing us. [Helveg Petersen ends] 


Death Threat Remains in Force 


Nevertheless the foreign minister insists that he will take 
up the question of further “critical dialogue” in the EU 
Council of Ministers. 


The policy of critical dialogue with Iran was adopted in 
the EU in 1988, before the end of the Cold War, and 
before the clerical regime issued the fatwah—death 
threat—against Salman Rushdie, author of the book, 
“The Satanic Verses. 


Since then the Iranian deputy foreign minister has vis- 
ited Denmark more or less two years. The first time was 
in 1990. exactly one year after the fatwah. The second 
time was in 1992, and the third time was this year. Each 
time the Iranian side has reiterated that the death threat 
is still in force. 
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This time the deputy foreign minister was even quoted as 
stressing the “necessity of carrying out the fatwah over the 
blasphemous author of the book. ‘The Satanic Verses.”” 


This happened during a stopover in Paris. At a meeting 
in the Foreign Ministry yesterday, the Iranian ambas- 
sador in Copenhagen tried to assure Niels Helveg 
Petersen that the deputy foreign minister had said 
nothing which departed from what he had said during 
the visit to Copenhagen. 


“TI will in any case to bring the matter up for discussion in 
the EU Counci! of Ministers. | want to report on the visit 
we have had and to call attention to the fact that it did not 
take a satisfaciory course, and that in addition to that, 
discussion concerning his statements arose afterwards. 
That statements were later attributed to him which did not 
correspond to what he had said in Copenhagen. 


“In this context, I want to raise the question of the value 
of continuing critical dialogue with Iran, so the matter is 
not closed as far as I am concerned. It is still very much 
on my agenda.” 


Difficult Decisions 


[Landsted] Is the Iranian deputy foreign minister wel- 
come in Denmark again, if the fatwah and the blatant 
violations of human rights in general continue in Iran? 


|Helveg Petersen] it is not a matter of immediate con- 
cern. There are stili two years to go. We will see about 
that when the time comes, and then it will also depend 
on what we decide in the EU. 


But these are difficult decisions. I have to admit that. 
You cannot just look things up in a list of the right 
answers and see who you should have discussions with 
anc who you should not. 


Just take Russia for example. Russian conduct in 
Chechnya could very well give cause for reflection. The 
same applies to the former Yugoslavia, and here things 
are even more difficult. We are forced to negotiate with 
the Bosnian Serb leader. even though he stands for 
something we do not approve of, but it is necessary in 
order to make peace. 


Blatant offenses against human rights also take place in 
China. Nevertheless we also maintain diplomatic rela- 
tions there. 


{Landsted] How do you feel about that? 


[Helveg Petersen] Deep inside | have no problems with 
holding a half-hour discussion with a deputy foreign min- 
ister. Not because it necessarily brings much in the way of 
results, but neither does it do any harm. On the contrary, I 
think it would be very harmful if we did not do it. 


{[Landsted] It worked in connection with South Africa, 
did it not? 


[Helveg Petersen] You cannot make that kind of com- 
parison. That was a completely different situation. There 
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was a UN resolution behind the sanctions against South 
Africa, just as the United Nations has decreed sanctions 
against Iraq. We observe them of course, but personally 
I do not think that there is much use in breaking off 
diplomatic relations with a government like the Iranian 
one, which has its own unique religious background. 
Such an action would probably only serve to reinforce it 
in its position. 


Drastic Drop in Exports 


{Landsted] Might it not also seem like an acceptance of 
the fatwah and the lack of respect for human rights? 


[Helveg Petersen] I think it is enormously important that 
we maintain contacts with the Islamic world and con- 
tinue to stress our concerns. Relations with Iran in other 
areas are clearly not flourishing. There has been a drastic 
drop in exports. That could also be a signal. [Helveg 
Petersen ends] 


Niels Helveg Petersen added that during his conversa- 
tion with Mahmud Vaezi he referred to the strong 
condemnation which the fatwah has met with in Den- 
mark and that normalization of relations with Iran 
cannot be discussed until it is lifted. 


“I also mentioned that we are very concerned in general 
about human rights developments in Iran, and we urged 
his government to do something about it. We also 
urgently requested that Iran play a more constructive 
role in peace efforts in the Middle East instead of placing 
obstacles in the way.” 


There were no concessions from the Iranian side. The 
fatwah and the violations of human rights continue in 
spite of seven years of critical dialogue. 


“In this area the clerical regime has shown amazing 
stability,” the Danish foreign minister admitted. 


Meets With Turkish Counterpart 


TA1302193895 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 13 Feb 95 


{Eriz Oktar video report from Copenhagen] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Murat Karayalcin, foreign minister 
and deputy prime minister, is holding meetings in Den- 
mark, the first leg of his three-day working visit to the 
Scandinavian countries in preparation for the upcoming 
Turkish-EU Association Council meetings in March. 
Turkish Ambassador to Copenhagen Faruk Lologlu and 
officials from the Danish Foreign Ministry received 
Karayalcin at the airport. Karayalcin got together with 
Danish Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Peterson at a 
working luncheon following a short meeting, which took 
place at the Foreign Ministry building. 


Both ministers issued statements after the luncheon and 
said that bilateral relations and Turkey's Customs Union 
with the EU would be emphasized at the meetings. 
Peterson said that Denmark supports Turkey joining the 
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EU. Criticizing the Greek stand at the Brussels meetings, 
Peterson said that Athens’ stand caused disappointment. 
Peterson recalled that the decision reached in Brussels 
was made up of discussions about Cyprus’ membership 
in Customs Union in addition to the Customs Union 
agreement to be signed with Turkey. 


In reply to a question on the Greek Cypriot side joining 
the EU on its own, Karayalcin said: This is unacceptable 
because it will not contribute to a Cyprus solution. 
Karayalcin reiterated that Turkey is in favor of a bicom- 
munal and bizonal federation solution to the Cyprus 
issue. Karayalcin pointed out that a one-sided Greek 
Cypriot membership in the EU will lead to the full 
integration of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
with Turkey. 


In response to a question on the issue of democratiza- 
tion, Karayalcin replied: The Turkish Republic con- 
tinued to give shelter to various ethnic groups after the 
dissolution of the Ottoman Empire. We seek democrati- 
zation not only for one group but for all groups. 


Karayalcin said that a project was submitted to the Council 
of Europe Resettlement Fund for settling those who were 
left homeless due to the events in the southeast Anatolia, 
adding that a contribution of $250 million was expected. 


Answering a question on author Yasar Kemal, Karayalcin 
said that judgment has still not been passed on Yasar, 
adding that the Turkish legal system was independent. 


Karayalcin will go to Finland tomorrow, the second leg 
of his visit. 


Finland 


Defense Forces Discuss Buying Russian Weapons 


LD0902210995 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network 
in Finnish 1530 GMT 9 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Finnish Defense Forces are 
investigating the possibility of purchasing new theater 
defense missiles [aluetorjuntaohjukset] and transport 
helicopters from Russia. The purchase could be funded 
through Russia’s five to six billion-markka debt to Fin- 
land. Debt repayment by means of arms deliveries was 
discussed during Prime Minister Aho’s visit to Moscow 
last month. Ossi Kervinen reports: 


[Kervinen] Finland’s theater defense missiles, Russian 
SAM-3s, are out of date and their service life will expire 
around the turn of the century. It has been known for a 
long time that new ones are needed, but the multi- 
billion-markka cost of acquiring new fighters and the 
austerity budgets during the recession have not been 
conducive to bringing up the issue of expensive new 
procurements. The question has, however, gradually 
crept into discussions. 


The acquisition of new theater defense missiles costs a 
great deal of money, and the Defense Forces no longer 
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have the same powers to place new orders as they did in 
the old days, when the principles adopted by parliamen- 
tary defense committees led to procurement money 
being made available years in advance. At present we are 
living from hand to mouth. 


The air defense people have been looking into various 
possible ways of acquiring new missiles. Suitable missiles 
are manufactured in at least the United States, Russia, 
and France, and plans for a new missile are in hand also 
in the Nordic countries. Given that money is decisive, 
the Russian SA-10 missile has now been mentioned. As 
far as is known, the Russians are eager to sell this missile 
system, which they say is better than the U.S.-made 
Patriot. The Patriot became famous for its antimissile 
capability during the Gulf War. However, its success rate 
turned out to be worse than might be imagined from the 
newspaper reports about its feats. 


If the government and parliament do not grant the 
Defense Forces more money, Russian debt could be used 
to acquire the missiles. This 1s the way the thinking in the 
Defense Forces appears to be going. 


The same money could also be used to purchase new 
helicopters. Finland has a number of Mi-8 transport heli- 
copters which are now out of date and also need to be 
replaced in the next few years. Russia has some good new 
transport helicopters in the Mi-series, among others. The 
idea of buying combat helicopters. on the other hand, has 
been dropped as too expensive and inappropriate for the 
present-day forces. The Defense Forces apparently now 
aim to obtain a sufficient quantity of transport helicopters 
for them to be seen in the air from time to time. 


The basic principle underlying procurement from Russia ts 
to get quality equipment. General procurement for the 
Defense Forces has now been settled; there is no longer a 
need for vast quantities of ammunition, for example, as 
there was in the past. The major German deal was very 
useful in this. Russia remains very much on the procure- 
ment agenda, however, when quality goods are required. 
Russian helicopters and missiles appear to meet quality 
criteria. 


During Prime Minister Aho’s visit to Moscow, a decision 
in principle was made to use one billion markkas of 
Russia’s debt at this stage to purchase weapons and raw 
materials. Whether the money will be used to buy 
helicopters or missiles or both remains to be seen when 
final decisions are made. 


Arms F xports to Turkey Greater Than Admitted 


LD1002112595 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network 
in Finnish 0700 GMT 10 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Norway has sold large quantities of 
arms to Turkey, the country which is persecuting its 
Kurdish minority, the Norwegian Central Statistical Office 
reports. It says that over the past three years, up to 70 
million markka worth of arms have been exported to 
Turkey. Last October, Norway's trade minister said that 
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recent arms sales were worth only several hundred thou- 
sand markka. Many opposition members of parliament 
believe that Norway should cease arms exports to Turkey. 


Norway 


Daily Urges End to Arms Sales to Turkey 


BR1002123295 Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET 
in Norwegian 9 Feb 95 p 6 


[Editorial: “Arms Sales Should Be Stopped”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Selling arms is a profitable 
business, but one which also has its price. Arms have a 
nasty tendency to be used, and a country that wants to 
earn money from arms while at the same time main- 
taining a high moral profile against war and conflict 
faces difficult challenges. In the last few days the 
problem of Norwegian arms sales to Turkey has been in 
the spotlight. On the one hand, Turkey is Norway’s ally 
in NATO and therefore basically entitled to purchase 
Norwegian arms. On the other hand, in recent years the 
Turkish Armed Forces have killed thousands of Kurdish 
guerrillas in bloody offensives, and both comprehen- 
sively and blatantly violated human rights in Kurdish 
areas. Indeed, weapon systems containing Norwegian 
components—for example, parts used in F-16 fighter- 
bombers—are being used against the Kurds. 


In situations such as this, politicians are caught in the 
field of tension between morals and money. We have 
seen this now in the business with Turkey. And we saw 
this clearly demonstrated a few years ago, when ARBEI- 
DERBLADET revealed that Norwegian missiles were 
ending up, via the United States, with the brutal military 
forces in El Salvador. In both cases a number of politi- 
cians in the Storting have strongly criticized the Norwe- 
gian authorities—without actually advocating the cessa- 
tion of Norwegian arms sales. However, as long as 
Norway continues to sell arms and arms components 
there will be no guarantee that the weapons in question 
cannot be misused or used in violation of the Norwegian 
conditions of sale. This is possible partly because cir- 
cumstances in the purchasing country may change, and 
partly because Norwegian arms sold to one country can 
subsequently be passed on to another country. 


However, we do not believe it is realistic to put an end to 
Norwegian arms exports. And by arms sales we do not 
merely mean easily identifiable weapons, such as M72 
missiles, tank turrets, and ammunition. Arms sales also 
include computer equipment and the components of 
control and communication systems which, as we all 
know, play such an important role in modern warfare, 
but which only very few people initially view as arms 
components. Furthermore, major industrial interests 
and the fabric of local society are tied up in the Norwe- 
gian arms industry. However, even if arms sales are not 
stopped, the law ought to be applied more stringently 
than is the case today. Ongoing arms sales should be 
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stopped and licences revoked far quicker than has pre- 
viously been the case if there is good reason to suspect 
that the arms really will be misused in a current conflict, 
as is the case regarding a number of Norwegian arms 
components supplied to Turkey. Consequently, the gov- 
ernment should immediately suspend the existing 
licences for the sale of such arms from Norway to Turkey 
until the Storting delegation set to visit that country next 
week has published its report and the matter has then 
been debated in the Storting. 


Poll Shows Four-Point Drop for Labor Party 


BR1302113795 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
10 Feb 95 p6 


[Report by Bente E. Engesland: “Major Setback for 
Labor Party™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] There has been a marked fall in 
support for the Labor Party from its record level of support 
after the EU referendum. The party has 40.9 percent 
support in Opinion’s February poll. The Center Party is 
holding up well, with support totalling 15.4 percent. There 
is some movement on the right, with the Progress Party 
advancing by a full 2.2 points to a level of 6.2 percent. 
However, the Conservative Party has dropped from 17.3 
percent in January to 16.5 percent now. 


The Opinion poll on party support commissioned by 
AFTENPOSTEN is based on 1,003 telephone interviews 
wit randomly selected, but representative voters and 
was carried out between Monday and Wednesday of this 
week [6 to 8 February]. 


Normalized 


The main trend revealed by the poll was that the political 
landscape is returning to normal, to the state it was in 
before the EU battle. All the polls conducted in 
December gave the Labor Party (Ap) an artificially high 
level of support (Opinion measured it at 44.6 percent). 
Paradoxically enough the popularity of the Center 
Party—the victorious anti-EU party—plummeted, 
though it 1s now climbing back to its prereferendum level 
again. So it is holding the fort. 


Perhaps the Center Party is gaining support because of the 
prominence it is giving to regional politics and the urban- 
rural conflict. Admittedly this dimension is not particu- 
larly strongly reflected in the poll, but once again it has 
been confirmed that the Labor Party is struggling harder in 
northern Norway than elsewhere in the country: Just 31 
percent of northern Norwegians said they would vote the 
Labor Party if a general election were held tomorrow, 
whereas the Center Party scored 26 percent. 


The Progress Party 


The most noticeable feature of the poll was the ground 
gained by the Progress Party. It is hard to find an 
obvious explanation for this, but the poll could be taken 
to indicate that the party now has a certain capacity to 
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mobilize voters, after spending a long time being over- 
shadowed. There is now quiet in the ranks after a 
divisive internal conflict, expulsions, and the shedding 
of dissenting members. The liberalist wing looks as if it 
has won back some core voters. 


The stabilization of support for the Labor Party was 
confirmed by the figures showing voter loyalty and the 
parties’ capacity to mobilize the voters. After the refer- 
endum social democratic voters expressed very strong 
loyalty and had hardly any doubts about how they would 
vote. And the party had the potential to mobilize the 
voters further. Eight out of 10 the Labor Party voters (79 
percent) are still loyal to their party, but this is a more 
normal level. 


Voters supporting the Center Party or the Progress Party 
are the most uncertain, while the Labor Party and the 
Conservative Party seem to have the greatest capacity to 
mobilize more voters. 















































Party 1993 OPINION | OPINION | OPINION 
Storting 7 Dec 94 11 Jan 94 8 Feb 94 
Election 

Red 1.1 1.2 08 1.2 

Electoral 

Alliance 

Socialist 7.9 8.1 8.3 78 

Left Party 

Labor 36.9 446 44.1 409 

Party 

Liberal 3.6 3.8 2.5 3.4 

Party 

Center 16.8 13.4 14.8 is4 

Party 

Christian 7.9 78 6.8 7.3 

People's 

Party 

Conserva- 17.0 15.7 17.3 16.5 

tive Party 

Progress 6.3 3.0 40 6.2 

Party 

Others 2.6 2.3 1.6 1.2 

Sweden 


Armed Forces To Receive Leopard Tanks 


BR1302162595 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 10 Feb 95 p A6 


[Report by Per Mortensen: “Leopard Will Make 
Defenses Sharper”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Leopard 2 has electronic 
night vision. And unlike its predecessors it can show 
sharp claws even when guarding its territory, moving 
smoothly through very hilly terrain. 


So Sweden has bought 160 second-hand and 120 new 
examples of this thick-skinned, nearly 10 meter long 
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predator, weighing approximately 60 tonnes and » ith a 
nasty appearance. The second-hand tanks have already 
arrived, one year after former Defense Minister Anders 
Bjorck announced the decision to buy them which the 
government reached entirely in line with the armed 
forces’ wishes. In 2002 the last ones will be in place at all 
armored and mechanized units. 


The price of the new Leopards (Tank 122), which to a 
large extent will be manufactured in Sweden, is 6.1 
billion kronor. The sales contract also includes stipula- 
tion that the Germans will buy defense equipment and 
high-tech products of an equal value from us. 


Not Public 


However, the cost of the used tanks (Tank 121) has not 
been made public. But an informed guess says that they 
cost slightly less than 5 million kronor each—that is, 
approximately the amount the army otherwise would 
have spent on renovating its old tanks. 


This means an investment of over 800 kronor per Swede 
in an item whose very existence is of course intended to 
prevent its ultimate use. 


The goal of the 1992 Defense Bill was that Sweden would 
get smaller and sharper defenses. The military first 
evaluated Sweden's own project, Tank 2000, also con- 
templated the Russian T-80 and the British Challenger 2, 
and then borrowed and tested the American tank Al/ 
M2, the French Leclerc, and the German Leopard 2, 
which thus was the one they picked. 


The conclusion was that the latter gave the best value for 
money. 


Hopelessly Obsolete 


The military also realized that our old tanks really were 
hopelessly obsolete. The 103 (or “S"”) cannot shoot while it 
moves. The Centurion is from World War II. And the 
Persian Gulf War showed what modern armor can achieve. 


“A real revelation. We did not know that so much had 
happened in this area,” said Lieutenant Colonel Ulf 
Andersson at the Center for Armored Warfare, 30 km 
outside Skovde. 


The main supplier of the Leopard 2 is Krauss-Maffei 
outside Munich. Our domestic industries Bofors and 
Hagglunds will manufacture the turrets and the chassis, 
respectively. From an employment point of view this 
means approximately 700 man-years of work. 


Sees in Darkness 


And Celsius Tech will be the world’s first manufacturers to 
develop a computerized map and command system. In the 
future Leopard, which will start being delivered next year, 
the commanding officer will be able to see on a computer 
screen where in the field his tanks are located. Through 
digitally coded radio messages, which would thus be diffi- 
cult to interpret for an intercepting enemy, he can quickly 
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regroup. Every tank crew can see on a screen where they 
are located and where they should steer. 


A heat-sensitive sight, which notices differences of a few 
tenths of a degree, can “see” an enemy vehicle in 
darkness. A laser measures the distance to the target 
within a centimeter. The 12-cylinder Mercedes diesel 
with 1,500 horsepower guarantees at least 70 km per 
hour. The driver's seat has been developed by Porsche 
(however, this should not be interpreted to mean driving 
comfort equal to that of a sports car). 


A powerful computer insures that the cannon (which in 
theory can fire a distance of 170 km) has more than 90 
percent accuracy in all directions from a distance of 
several kilometers—even when the Leopard hunts across 
terrain which would finally stop vehicles of another kind. 


Aim, shoot, and forget about it. This is the thinking in line 
with the 1992 Defense Bill on newer and sharper weapons. 


Ministry, Army Clash Over Cuts Analyzed 


95ENO0108A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 8 Jan 95 p 6 


[Article by Per Mortensen: “Fewer and Fewer Conscripts 
Performing Military Service] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Universal military service is just 
a memory. Today around half of all young men who are 
eligible for military service go through basic training. No 
one was called in for refresher training this year. FMO- 
95 [Defense Force Maneuver], a major exercise planned 
for 30,000 men, was canceled. All for economic reasons. 


“We already have selective rather than universal military 
service,” noted Commander in Chief Owe Wiktorin. “The 
whole thing is especially paradoxical now at a time when the 
desire to perform military service is very great.” 


And new Defense Minister Thage G. Peterson does not 
believe the number of trained conscripts will ever 
increase again in peacetime. But in spite of the low 
percentage of those who are drafted, he insists that 
Sweden actually still has universal, not selective, military 
service: “The principle and the law still exist. The idea of 
popular defense is a historical and unifying element in 
our democracy.” 


Disagreement 


Peterson also stresses that the number of people involved 
in volunteer organizations and assigned to the reserves 
indicates that popular defense is alive and well. Now that 
money must be saved on defense the commander in chief 
(OB) and the defense minister do not agree on the best 
way to do it. The former would rather make cuts in 
conscript training than in materiel investments, while 
the latter holds the opposite view. 


In the beginning of the 1980’s more conscripts were drafted 
than were needed, purely as a labor market measure. This 
included postponing the recruits’ status as unemployed 
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people, keeping unnecessary regiments alive so that regular 
soldiers would not lose their jobs, and also propping up the 
defense industry as much as possible. 


Did the old system involve a big National Labor Market 
Board (AMS) project in which more attention was paid to 
regional policy and employment than an optimally efficient 
national defense? Wiktorin leans in that direction: “The 
interpretation is not incorrect. And both politicians and 
military people must share the responsibility for that.” The 
defense minister also agrees with this historical analysis 
and does not deny his own responsibility. “It is clear that 
regional special interests played a role both for military 
personnel and politicians. As a politician I helped out a 
certain shipyard (Karlskrona) myself.” 


Today a number of superfluous regiments have been dis- 
banded, and the number of brigades has been cut from 29 to 
16. There have been loud local protests each time. 


The 1992 defense resolution ultimately involved the 
beginning of a new era. The conscript army was greatly 
reduced in favor of a smaller number of well-trained 
experts in modern but expensive weapons systems such 
as the Air Force’s Bamse missile , Kockums submarines, 
Leopard tanks, and the multipurpose combat aircraft. 
Advanced technology that could decisively puncture the 
romanticism of universal military service. “The 1992 
defense resolution stressed investment in quality rather 
than quantity,” OB Wiktorin said. 


Benefited Industry 


Naturally this benefited the Swedish defense industry. It 
may be conjectured that the government's budget pro- 
posal is awaited with eager curiosity. Concerning this the 
defense minister told DAGENS NYHETER that “there 
will be some delays, but not very serious ones, in a 
number of materiel orders.” The final answer will come 
the day after tomorrow. 


The OB has some sympathy for those who despite all the 
investment in technology still cherish the notion of the 
defense system as an army of conscripts on green bicycles 
being towed along behind a tractor “somewhere in 
Sweden.” For example, we still have air force installa- 
tions that cannot fire in the dark. Parts of the Swedish 
defense system are quite simply out of step with the 
times. “It is not easy just now to defend or justify 
universal military service when we cannot always give 
everyone adequate training in effective materiel within 
the given economic framework.” The OB went on to 
describe the dilemma that he would like to be the subject 
of a broad discussion: “Already reduced economic limits 
and new demands for more cuts mean that the armed 
forces must cut down on either materiel or manpower.” 


Of the two evils he, as a military professional, prefers the 
latter. But up to the beginning of the 1990's the Swedish 
defense tradition placed universal military service ahead 
of investments in modern weapons, barracks ahead of 
fewer but fully adequate units and flotillas. “The result 
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was that the defense system was hollowed out from 
within. It became antiquated and lost its efficiency,” the 


OB charged. 


Peterson agrees with this. He points out that he would 
have liked to do more than maintain the size of the 
conscript army. He is also positive about another 140 
multipurpose combat planes (partial series 3) and money 
for projects such as Surface Combat Vessel 2000 and 
Submarine 2000. 


How can this be accomplished when the future defense 
system will probably be poorer than the old one? 
Peterson is far from certain that he will meet with 
political sympathy for another round of multipurpose 
combat planes even within his own Social Democratic 
ranks when it is time for the next defense resolution two 
years from now. “This is a level of ambition that is 
considerably higher than the financial limits they are 
prepared to allocate,” the OB stated. 


Our OB and our defense minister are not the only people 
who disagree about the best way to save money and get 
the most defense power per tax krona. But nevertheless 
the tendency in the debate is clear when it comes to the 
best way to make defense economically efficient: Cut 
draft calls either entirely or partly. The message is that 
there are smarter investments that can be made. 


Did Not Go That Far 


Carl Johan Dahiman made one of the more controversial 
contributions to the debate in his report to the Expert 
Group for Studies in Public Finances (ESO), “An Effi- 
cient Defense Policy?” After an extremely critical review 
of the Swedish defense system's development, the author 
proposes a smaller corps of professional soldiers 
employed on a short-term basis in peacetime. 


And during the holiday period EXPRESSEN frankly 
suggested on its editorial page that it is time to scrap 
“universal military service.” 


The Defense Research Institute (FOA) and the Armed 
Forces Staff College did not go quite that far in the study 
they presented to the old government last year. However, 
they did propose cutting the number of brigades from 16 
to 10 or 12. This would result in only 10,000-15,000 
conscripts being trained each year. 


The defense minister has appointed a drafting com- 
mittee under Assistant Secretary Peter Lagerblad to 
serve before the next five-year defense resolution in 
1997. And the newly appointed committee that will 
study the defense system's finances and propose changes 
in its planning system will be ready on | March. 


Debate before the resolution is passed is as guarantecd as 
it was before the abolition of Kar! X!'s classification 
office in 1901. 


At the end of the century state funding has become smail 
and uncertain. In recent years the defense system itself has 
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reduced permanent personnel by around 6,000 people (15 
percent) and cut activities by almost a third. The total 
defense share of GNP has slowly declined from 3.3 to 2.6 
percent over a 20-year period, and it is estimated that this 
budget will cost around 40 billien kronor. 


OB Wiktorin is far from certain of the stability of the 
former Soviet empire and does not think much of the 
protection Swedish territory could obtain through inter- 
national defense agreements. 


Worried About the Future 


“I am worried about the future. The defense resolution 
must be long-term enough to take situations after the 
turn of the century into account,” said the OB, who 
thinks the armed forces would really need an ease in 
funding of 5 percent above inflation just to n sin the 
present capability. 


But instead, on orders from the government, defense 
must save 2 billion kronor up to and including 1998. In 
addition to this money the OB claimed in December that 
defense will also have a shortfall of almost 4 billion in the 
next two years. Therefore, in its supplementary back- 
ground data for the 1995/96 fiscal year the defense force 
proposes that 1.7 billion kronor be saved on materiel and 
an equal amount on a short-term reduction in the 
number of conscripts. 
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If implemented this savings proposal would mean that 
another 10,000 conscripts would not serve during the 
year. In the current situation only around 32,000 out of 
approximately 35,000 draftees are fully trained—and the 
starting point is that the number of men enlisted annu- 
ally is around 55,000. Thus the OB's priority on materiel 
over manpower would mean a cut of almost a third in the 
already considerably reduced conscript defense. 


But Defense Minister Peterson will not go along with 
this. He prefers to refer to uncertainty factors when the 
OB talks about a shortage of almost 4 billion kronor and 
thinks that retaining compulsory military service as far 
as possible is an ideological question. Thus the savings 
should be made on materiel instead. 


The cost of materiel acquisitions currently amounts to 
40 percent of total defense spending. We are buying 
almost half the parts for the (again delayed) multipur- 
pose combat planes abroad, and the weakened value of 
the krona means that the project has expanded by 7 
billion unplanned tax kronor since the planning frame- 
work was determined in 1993. This has contributed 
quite a bit to the weakened finances of the armed forces. 


All in all the bill is now 67 billion for the 140 planes both 
the OB and the defense minister think we need. 
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¥ GREECE 


Venizelos Views Papandreou's Letter About 
Cyprus 

NC1302213895 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1800 GMT 13 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Press Minister Evangelos Ven:- 
zelos said in Paris that many EU countries accept the 
points cited in Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou’'s 
letter on the question of Cyprus’ accession and on 
Turkey's customs union. Mr. Venizelos made his state- 
ment at a working luncheon hosted by the French 
diplomatic correspondents union. Our Paris correspon- 
den’ Nikolaos Saliakas has the following report: 


{Begin recording] Mr. Venizelos met with French corre- 
spondents. Recently the French press has been particularly 
harsh with Greece regarding the EU-Turkish customs 
union. The Greek minister stressed Greece's peaceful 
intention in the region both as an EL’ member state and as 
a Balkan and Mediterranean country. Mr. Venizelos 
referred to the Papandreou letter. which has already been 
received by French President Francois Mitterrand and 
Prime Minister Edcuard Balladur and which includes the 
Greek amendments to the draft agreement reached by the 
latest EU General Affairs Council. 


On the letter’s content, Mr. Venizelos said that although 
the question concerns wording, they nevertheless are of 
particular significance to the country’s foreign policy. 
Moreover, he was optimistic that finally there would be 
a settlement in the next few days when the permanent 
delegates committee meets in Brussels. 


Responding to questions from foreign correspondents, 
Mr. Venizelos also referred to the smoothing out of the 
Greek-Albanian relations and to Greece's role in 
Albania, which could be fruitful and worth investing in, 
providing that the dispute with Skopje [The Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia—FYROM] is settled. 
fend recording] 


Commentary Views Country's Balkan Policy 


NC1 302114895 Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
12 Feb 95 pil 


[Commentary by K.1. Angelopoulos: “Despite Mistakes, 
the Balkans are ‘Waiting’ for Greece”) 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Although Athens has not yet 
formulated what can be expressed as a “Greek Balkan 
policy,” some developments and the continuing unstable 
situation on the peninsula leave some room for new 
Greek moves and thoughts that could define—at least 
theoretically—room for political action in the region. 


Everything aiso indicates that once again, the “key” to 
Greek foreign policy in the Balkans. possibly now more than 
ever, is the relations between Athens and Skopje [The 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia—F Y ROM]. 


There were two important events for the foreign policy 
in the Balkans in the past few days: 
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Under extreme (without exaggeration) pressure from 
Washington, Tirana releaced the four members of the 
Greek mcnority party Omonoia. This development, 
which is certainly relevani, and the calculably moderate 
Athens policy in the EU regarding economic aid to 
Albania, are finally opening up the road to a Greek- 


Albanian dialogue. 


This dialogue will mainly focus on finalizing the Greek- 
Albanian borders based on CSCE regulations and define 
a framework for dealing with the issue of Albanian 
immigrants into Greece. In connection with respect for 
human nghts by the Albanian regime, Athens now nas 
every right to ask Tirana to comply with international 
rules, particularly the CSCE rules on minority rights. 


Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias met his Serb coun- 
terpart Vladislav Jovanovic in Thessaloniki the day 
before yesterday. At this meeting, they spoke about 
Belgrade’s tendency to recognize Skopje’s “Macedonia.” 
Belgrade does not want to dissatisfy Athens in any way 
regarding this issue but being pressured internationally 
to prove that it accepts the “new order” in the former 
Yugoslavia, it explained to the Greek side that it is 
difficult for the Serbs to refuse “to recognize” the only 
republic in the former Yugoslavia with which New 
Yugoslavia never clashed. Belgrade also stressed to 
Athens how the “opening up” of the Greece- 
Skopje-Serbia road as soon as possible would benefit 
both sides. 


For now, Athens cannot move in that direction. Given the 
current stance of Skopje, Athens has no margin to do 
anything until the European Court decision on the well- 
known “economic countermeasures.” According to infor- 
mation from diplomatic sources, the government is con- 
sidering the possibility of making a spectacular “goodwill 
move” toward Skopje if the European Court decision— 
which is expected some time in May—-is not convicting. 


Belgrade understands the Greek position and 1s willing 
to wait for the developments. But, the whole issue 
demonstrates the significant role that the future of 
Greek-Skopjean relations play in Greek Balkan policy. 


There is another element that gives Greece a chance to 
study new policies for the region: 


The foreign policy of the new Bulgarian Government 
differs from that of the former on two points: It does not 
believe that closeness to Turkey (although the economic 
“returns” offered by the ‘Vestern friends are very 
tempting) will benefit Bulgaria. It a'so believes that 
developing good relations between Sofia and Belgrade 
should constitute an element of Bulgarian foreign policy. 
Sofia does not support the political creation of a Greek- 
Bulgarian “axis.” But, the new Bulgarian Government 
wants the best of relations with Athens and is counting 
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on its help in the context of relations with the EU and 
relations between Bulgaria and NATO within the frame- 
work of the “Partnership for Peace.” (For this reason, 
National Defense Minister Yera>.mos Arsenis’ visit to 
Sofia before the end of the month ts particularly inter- 
esting) [passage omitted] 


Six Presidential Election Scenarios Analyzed 
9S P20460A 


[FBIS Editorial Report] According to an article in the 24 
January Athens daily TA NEA, six scenarios centering 
on the 6 May presidential elections have retained the 
attention of all political parties, the governing Panhel- 
lenic Socialist Movement (PASOK), the New Democ- 
racy (ND), Pchiscal Spring, and the Communist Party 
(KKE). The article reminded readers that according to 
the constitution, the first round in the Chamber of 
Deputies will take place about 6 April, requiring 200 
votes the first two times, and 180 votes the third time. If 
early elections became necessary because of a failure to 
agree on the next president, the new Chamber of Depu- 
ties can elect a president with 151 votes. 


The first scenario envisions a PASOK-nominated candi- 
date with the agreement of Political Spring—or vice- 
versa—who could then be elected with 182 votes (170 
from PASOK, 11 from Political Spring, and perhaps one 
from independent Mikhail Papakonstandinou). This 
would be the “likeliest” scenario, the article noted, 
which would secure PASOK’s hold on power for the next 
two years, but also ensure Political Spring's continued 
presence in Parliament. ND leader Miltiadhis Evert 
would profit from such a scenario as well, despite his 
demand for early elections, for an electoral defeat would 
put his leadership in question. A loser would be former 
ND leader Konstandinos Mitsotakis, who wants early 
elections for the opposite reasons Evert does. 


The second scenario, “catastrophic” for the ND, envi- 
sions a PASOK-nominated candidate coming from the 
conservative area and agreed to by Political Spring, 
Papakonstandinou, and some ND deputies defying their 
party's line. The president would obtain more than 182 
votes and the ND would enter a difficult period. This 
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scenario is not very likely, given that a number of ND 
deputies would be openly opposing the party leader in an 
election by non-secret ballot, the article contended. 


The third, a consensus scenario entailing agreement on a 
candidate by both large parties, is “rather theoretical” 
given Evert’s contention that he wants early elections. 
However, it could be successful if PASOK decided to vote 
for the ND candidate in the third round in the belief that 
early elections would jeopardize its hold on power. Nev- 
ertheless, this scenario stumbles on the possibility that 
some PASOK deputies would not follow party orders. 


According to the fourth scenario, Political Spring and 
PASOK would agree on a candidate, but some Political 
Spring deputies would bolt to the ND, thus provoking 
early elections and opening the way for their return to the 
ND. This scenario is not “very likely,” because it is not in 
the interest of Political Spring deputies to do so, given 
their assured parliamentary seat for the next two years. 


The fifth, “narrowly partisan scenario,” envisions a 
PASOK-nominated candidate of its own political per- 
suasion. Since such a candidate could not casily be 
agreed on by Political Spring, this would lead to early 
elections, and perhaps afford Papandreou the possibility 
of running for president. Despite the risks involved. the 
article continued, some are proposing it to the prime 
minister. However, even if the next president would only 
need 151 votes, his identity would depend on the winner 
of the parliamentary elections, and it is “doubtful” 
whether PASOK could be victorious without Papan- 
dreou at its helm. 


The sixth is a “leftist” scenario, the article continued. 
PASOK would nominate a candidate acceptable to the Left, 
who would then gather !70 votes from PASOK and nine 
from the KKE, meaning that one more vote—from Political 
Spring, or the ND, or Papakonstandinou—is needed. 
Despite its apparent difficulties, this scenario is not 
“improbable,” the article contended. The KKE does rot 
want early elections, which may signal the entrance into the 
Chamber of Deputies of its rival, the Coalition of the Left 
for Progress. It could thus “impose” its choice. Such a 
development would serve Papakonstandinou's interests, 
who “has no prospects” of being reelected deputy as an 
independent after bolting from the ND. 
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U.S. Decision on Pipeline Project Viewed 
VC 1302221595 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 
J keh ys rg 3 


[From the “SABAH Says” column by Gungor Mengi: “A 
Historic Opportunity”) 


[FBIS Translated Text} Military spending has a s2gnifi- 
cant bearing on the development of a country. The 
countries cut their military spending and use the inter- 
national conditions as a guarantee for their security 
make significant strides in their development. Unfortu- 
nately, countries like Turkey, which are besieged by 
hostile forces and that have to deal with separatist groups 
within them borders, are unable to do so. Nevertheless, 
SABAH’s main story created a speck of hope today. It 
reported that the United States has made a strategic 
decision on the oi that will be transferred from the 
Caucasus. Washington has supported the project for the 
construction of a pipeline through Turkey. 


Xussia has opposed the transfer of oi) from Baku to 
ievhan. ht has insisted that the oil Se transferred to the 
Black Sea through its territory. In fact, Russia has 
adopted a threatening approach on the matter. 


The US. State Department informed Ankara yesterday 
that it supports the construction of a pipeline through 
Turkey. Ambassador Marc Grossman reiterated the 
same view in Ankara. Obviously, that was welcomed by 
Turkey. which has longed for good news for a long time. 


Naturally, the US. approach is a determining factor 
because the United States 1s an influential country on the 
matter and the financing of the pipeline project depends 
mostly on Washington. Ali that indicates that a historc 
opportunity will be created for Turkey, unless a dramatic 
development takes place to force the United States to 
change its decision. 


Why has Washington decided in favor of Turkey and 
what will the outcome of its decision be? 


1. The outcome of Kuwait's occupation by Iraq indi- 
cated the importance the United States attaches to the 
ol resources in the world. As far as the United States is 
concerned, the maintenance of security for the oil 
resources on the Caucasus 1s a prority objective. The 
instability om the northern part of the Caucasus has 
created a wave of anxiety. 


2. The US. administration supports Boris Yeltsin. How- 
ever, it 1s worned over Russia's future. Meanwhile, the 
United States and Turkey have long-standing relations, 
which are based on trust. Furthermore, Washington is 
convinced that Russia holding such a strong trump card 
in the region will conflict with U.S. interests. 


Ankara has welcomed the decrsion. That is easy to 
understand. The project will not only provide economic 
gains but also force the international community, 
including the United States, to focus attention on Tur- 
key's problems, particularly those that are related to its 
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security and territorial integrity. It 1s a fact that oul 
contributes to life. So, the oil pipeline can be regarded as 
an artery. Obviously. the Western countries wish to 
maintain the security of their arteries and are prepared 
to pay the price. 


The U.S. decision has brought to light why Washington 
has put pressure on Turkey to force it to find a solution 
to the Kurdish problem. That can be explained as 
follows: Washington does not wish to have Turkey 
divided. It only wishes to have the problem which 
threatens the secure flow of oil, resolved as soon as 
possible. Regardless of how the United States may be 
criticized, its decision to support Turkey is strategically 
very important. Several circles, which only support the 
concept of a military solution for the Kurdish problem 
and ignore the other possibilities, continue to maintain 
their claim that the United States wishes to have Turkey 
divided. Had that been the case, Washington would not 
have decided to support our country. 


A historic opportunity has emerged for Turkey, regard- 
less of the fact that the matter has not yet been finalized. 
The new opportunity 1s linked with the geographic and 
political conditions im the region. Undoubtedly, we now 
need a strong and serious government to properly assess 
it. We pray that such a government ts established in the 
country soon. 


Iraqi Minister Brings New Pipeline Proposals 
NC1302190895 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 11 Feb 9S pp 1}. A& 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Iraqi Foreign Min- 
ister Muhammad Said Karim al-Shahhat, who held 
extensive talks with his Turkish counterpart on Friday 
[10 February], said both sides had new proposals for 
flushing oil from a closed Turkey-Iraq pipeline. 


Al-Shahhaf did not give details on what those proposals 
were, but added that he “might be hopeful” on the prospects 
of flushing oil from the Karkuk-Yumurtalik pipeline. 


Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Ozdern Sanberk said 
there was no concrete progress on the prpeline but that 
the talks would continue late into the evening. 


Ankara held several rounds of talks with Baghdad and the 
United Nations in shuttle diplomacy last vear to mediate 
for a decision that would allow flushing of the pipeline, 
from which both Turkey and Iraq would benefit. 


However, Iraq stalled the talks late last year, objecting to 
the distribution of a planned aid package—which 
Baghdad would get in return for the flushing operation— 
by international aid agencies within Iraq. 


The twin 986-kilometer (616-mile) long pipelines link 
northern Iraqi oil fields at Karkuk to Turkey's Medster- 
ranean terminal at Yumurtalik. The late President 
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Turgut Ozal ordered their closure in line with a U.N. 
resolution a few days after Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. 


Around 5.7 million barrels of the estimated 9.2 million 
barrels of crode oil inside the pipelines belong to Iraq. 
Baghdad is unable to sell its oil due to U.N. sanctions and 
has refused a U.N. offer to allow it to export a limited 
amount under U.N. supervision to cover imports of essen- 
tial food and medicines, saying the deal would violate its 
sovereignty. Foreign Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman 
said Wednesday that there had been some reconciliation 
between Iraq and the United States regarding the flushing 
of the pipeline last year and the Turkish side expected 
improvements in the coming talks with Iraq. 


Al-Shahhaf, asked about developments in northern Iraq, 
said these were an Iraqi domestic issue. 


Ataman said Turkey and Iraq would also discuss recent 
developments in northern Iraq. Two main Kurdish 
groups have been fighting each other in the region since 
last year. 


Turkey, opposed to any moves toward the creation of an 
independent Kurdish state in northern Iraq, has been urging 
Masud Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic Party and Jalal 
Talabani's Patriotic Union of Kurdistan to take part in talks 
with Baghdad for a solution to the northern Iraq issue 
through the preservation of Iraq's territorial integrity. 


Messages to Iraq, al-Sahhaf Visit Viewed 


NC1302172595 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
I] Feb 95 p 8 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—Ankara has conveyed 
three messages to Baghdad on the bilateral relations 
between Turkey and Iraq and the need to normalize the 
situation in the region. Meanwhile, it has been reported 
that Foreign Minister Muhammad Sa‘id Kazim al- 
Sahhaf's visit to Turkey is aimed at showing foreign 
countries that Iraq is not “isolated.” It will be recalled that 
Iraq has been isolated ever since it occupied Kuwait. 
President Sulayman Demirel and Foreign Minister Murat 
Karayalcin have held talks with Foreign Minister al- 
Sahhaf in Ankara within the framework of his official visit. 
Yesterday, Turkey conveyed three messages to him on the 
flushing of the oi! pipeline between Karkuk and Yumurta- 
lik, the establishment of a dialogue between Baghdad and 
the Kurdish groups in northern Iraq, and the effort that is 
made to have the UN sanctions on Iraq lifted. 


Turkey's messages to al-Sahhaf, who is the first high- 
ranking Iraqi official to visit Ankara since the Gulf crisis 
began in 1990, can be summed up as follows: 


1. Turkey has achieved significant progress in the effort to 
flush the oil in the Karkuk-Yumurtalik oil pipeline, which 
has not been operating for nearly four years. However, the 
Iraqi Administration has created a problem on the distri- 
bution of the humanitarian aid that will be acquired with 
part of the profit from the sale of the pipeline oil. Turkey 
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expects Iraq to make an initiative on the matter. Diplo- 
matic sources have said that fiushing the pipeline is 
possible if Iraq adopts a positive approach. 


2. Baghdad must keep the door for dialogue with the 
Kurdish groups in northern Irag open so that the confusion 
in that region can be removed. Turkey will continue to 
support Iraq’s territorial integrity. However, the Baghdad 
administration must take the steps for a confi- 
dence-building atmosphere by keeping the door for dialogue 
with the Kurds in northern Iraq open. The Iraqi Adminis- 
tration has to take positive steps to create that atmosphere 
and hold talks with the Kurdish groups. 


3. Iraq has taken positive steps to contribute to lifting the 
UN embargo. The Baghdad administration must main- 
tain its efforts and resume its place in the international 
community. 


Foreign Minister al-Sahhaf's visit took place after Saddam 
Husayn disclosed that he was prepared to hold talks with the 
Kurdish groups. Ankara will ask al-Sahhaf to clarify how 
sincere Saddam Husayn’s disclosure was. Meanwhile, sev- 
eral officials have said that al-Sahhaf’'s visit can be regarded 
as an initiative by the Baghdad administration to convince 
the world that Iraq is not “isolated.” 


Message to the United States 


Foreign Minister al-Sahhaf's visit can also be regarded as 
a message by Turkey to the United States, which con- 
tinues to insist that Saddam Husayn does not favor a 
reconciliatory approach. The United States and Britain, 
which are UN Security Council members, are convinced 
that reaching an agreement with the Baghdad adminis- 
tration will be impossible as long as Saddam Husayn 
remains in power. So, they insist on opposing the relax- 
ation of the UN embargo. However, considering the 
possibility that Saddam Husayn may remain in power 
for a long time, Russia and France are convinced that the 
inflexible policy against the Baghdad administration will 
not yield any result. Meanwhile, Turkey is convinced 
that the establishment of a dialogue between the Kurdish 
groups in northern Iraq and the Baghdad administration 
will significantly remove the possibility of the establish- 
ment of a Kurdish state in the region. 


Delegation Pursuing Oil Deal With Azerbaijan 
NC1302190495 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 9 Feb 95 p A4 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—A senior Turkish delega- 
tion is holding talks with Azerbaijani officials in Baku to 
finalize a deal to increase Turkey's share in a Western 
consortium involved in developing three Azeri oil fields in 
the Caspian Sea, authorities said on Wednesday [8 February]. 


The consortium, which signed a $7.3 billion agreement 
with Baku in September, paved the way on Tuesday to 
increase Turkey's stake in the deal to 6.75 percent from 
the previous 1.75 percent. The decision envisages the 
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transfer of the 5 percent difference from Azerbaijan’s 
state oil company SOCAR to Turkish Petroleum 
(TRAO). 


However, Hayrettin Uzun, director general of Turkey's 
state-owned pipeline company BOTAS said on 
Wednesday that Turkey was faced with tough bargaining 
talks with Azeri officials for the “‘sale”’ of the Azeri share 
to TRAO. 


“SOCAR may or may not decide on the transfer of the 5 
percent share to TRAO. This depends on whether or not 
the Azeris would be satisfied with the Turkish offer,” 
Hayrettin Uzun said. The consortium, which signed the 
oil deal with Azerbaijan, is led by an alliance between 
British Petroleum and Norway’s Statoil and includes the 
U.S. Amoco, McDermott International, Pennzoil and 
Unocal, Britain's Ramco Energy, Saudi Arabia’s Delta 
Nimir, Russia’s Lukoil and Turkish Petroleum. Azerba- 
ijan is represented by SOCAR. 


SOCAR originally had a 20 percent stake in the oil deal. 
However, Azerbaijan, in a deep economic crisis, failed to 
present financial guarantees for its share in the oil agree- 
ment at the consortium’s London meeting on Tuesday. As 
a result. the consortium provided Azerbaijan with an 
additional 90 days to complete its guarantees. 


Observers say Azerbayjan expects to receive “consider- 
able financial benefits” from Turkey, that would help 
Baku raise its guarantees, in return for the 5 percent to be 
transferred to TPAO. 


The Turkish team in Baku comprises senior officials 
from TPAO, Eximbank and the Undersecretariats of 
Treasury and Foreign Trade. 


In a separate development, the United States has said 
openly that it is against any involvement of Iran in the 
Caspian oil deal or the transport of petrol to be extracted 
in that region. “Our policy is to oppose projects which 
could provide Iran with political or financial benefits,” 
State Department spokesman Christine Shelly said in a 
statement on Tuesday. Iran provides a potential pipeline 
route from Baku to the Mediterranean. Other alterna- 
tives include passage through Armenia or Georgia. All 
must enter Turkey before reaching the Mediterranean. 


The chances of a Russian proposal to carry the Caspian 
oil to the Black Sea port of Novorossiysk with a pipeline 
has practically vanished, since the pipeline passes 
through Chechnya, scene of bloody fighting between 
Russian troops and rebel Chechen forces. 


Islamic Organization’s Link With Iran Reported 


9SESO069A Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 5 Jan 95 
pl4 


[Article by Orhan Ureten: “Islamic Terrorism Linked to 
Iran” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—The Turkish Grand 
National Assembly's [TGNA] Investigatory Committee on 
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the Unsolved Murders has determined that one of the 
Islamic Action Network's leaders, Irfan Cagirici, was chosen 
in 1984 to be a “field commander” in Hizballah. (The 
Islamic Action Network [IAN] was exposed at the time of 
the murders of a number of journalists and academics.) 


In a report which the TGNA Investigatory Committee is 
expected to present to the Speaker’s Office in January, 
the long-standing links among the radical Islamic net- 
works themselves and with Iran are brought to light 
through the archives of the intelligence agencies. 


During the investigation of the unsolved murders, when 
the links between the Workers Party of Kurdistan [PKK] 
and Hizballah were brought up for consideration, it also 
became obvious that Hizballah and the Islamic Action 
Network [IAN] revolve around the same axis. 


In information obtained by combing through the 
archives, it is clear that Irfan Cagirici, one of the key 
figures in the IAN and currently wanted by the police, 
was also chosen to be a field commander in Hizballah in 
1984. (The IAN was exposed following the murders of 
journalist Cetin Emec, journalist/author Turan Dursun, 
Iranian opposition leader Ali Ekber Gorbani of the 
Peoples Mojahedin, Prof. Dr. Bahriye Ucok, and 
Muammer Aksoy.) 


Under Cagirici’s leadership, the IAN’s bylaws, which 
aim primarily at replacing the constitutional order with 
a state regime based on religious principles, were 
changed to read, “To clandestinely assassinate the ring- 
leaders of the unwanted activities.” Arrangements were 
also made to single out those places where the police and 
the National Intelligence Organization [MIT] headquar- 
ters are located in order to use materia! resources to buy 
off the employees working there. 


Cagirici’s code name in the IAN is “Mesut,” but he is 
also known by the code name “Huseyin Galip” in 
Hizballah. 


Following the disclosure that the IAN is connected with 
the unsolved murders, it has not been possible to disclose 
the links of the above-mentioned organizations with 
Iran. The official government archives, however. do 
establish that the link between Cagirici and Iran goes 
back as far as 1984. 


After Cagirici was made a “field commander” in the 
Hizballah organization, his relations with Iran were 
described in the following manner under the heading 
“Network's Activities Abroad”: 


“Cagirici envisioned receiving aid from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and went to the Iranian Consulate with 
fellow network member Selim Gulcan. Cagirici and 
Gulcan briefed the Iranian Consul, Muhammet Thari, 
on the developing network and said that they needed 
money and asked Thari to provide assistance. Thari 
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replied that he would let them know later concerning 
their request. In the meantime, a month and a half 
passed and Cagiric: went back to see Thari. Thari asked 
Cagirici to go to Iran and meet with Ahmet Sajoi at the 
address and telephone number he would give him. 


“Cagiric: and Gulcan crossed over into Iran at Dogu 
Beyazit on | March 1984. They located Ahmet Sajoi and 
explained to him zbout the Islamic network they were 
founding in Turkey. During the time they were in Iran, 
they received weapons training and were subsequently 
smuggled back into Turkey by the Revolutionary Guards. 


“In May 1984 Ahmet Sajoi came to Turkey and dialed a 
telephone number he had been given. He was told by the 
occupant of the telephone number, Metin Torun, that 
the person he was asking for was waiting for him at the 
Iranian Consulate in Istanbul. Shortly thereaftcr, Irfan 
Cagirici and Selim Culcan met with Muhammet Thari 
and Ahmet Sajoi in 2 roont at the Consulate, and Sajoi 
gave them 400.000 Turkish Liras and promised to get 
them weapons. 


“Sajoi promised to deliver an additional 600,000 
Turkish Liras later on: however. after three months 
passed and no money had been received, Cagirici 
returned to the Iranian Consulate in Istanbul. 


“At the Consulate, Cagirici was told to speak with Sajoi, 
who was in Iran, on the telephone. During the telephone 
conversation. it was decided that Ridvan Cagirici and 
Metin Torun would go to Iran. Thus, according to the 
plan, Irfan Cagirici and Ridvan Cagirict left Istanbul by 
bus for Erzurum on 9 August 1984. The two met Metin 
Torun at the bus station in Erzurum and crossed over 
into Iran where they located Sajo: and proceeded to the 
training camp. There they underwent training in various 
weapons, and, when they were not given the weapons 
they requested, they returned to Turkey after remaining 
in Iran a short time.” 


Islam Said To Fill West's Need For Enemy 


9SESOO72A Istanbul MILLIYVET in Turkish 
I] Jan 9S p 


[Article by Zulfu Livanel: under the column “As The 
World Changes”: “The West's Need for an Enemy] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Today the countries we call 
simply “western” are feclyng the need for a common 
enemy that will stress their own identity. This enemy will 
ensure that they live together m harmony and retain 
those values that are peculiar to them 


Over the centuries the common enemy of the European 
countries has been “Islam.” as manifested in the 
Ottoman Empire. The fact that the Ottomans were ina 
prolonged relaiionship with Europe in their role as 
Islam's strike force, and that they constituted a major 
threat ranging from the sicge of Vienna to the bombard- 
ment of Nish. 1s deeply ingrained in the European 
consciousness, and the enmity which the Europeans feel 
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toward Islam and Turkey has spread to every facet of 
European culture and education. 


Actually, the concept of a “European Union” was first 
born with the Crusades. The various European king- 
doms, principalities and fiefdoms came together at that 
time to take a joint stand against Islam. In other words, 
the European Union that we are trying to enter today 
had its spiritual beginning with the joint struggle of the 
Europeans against us. 


The coming to power of communism and the creation of a 
separate bloc blinded us to this reality for the major part of 
this century, because the basic conflict appeared to be 
between the two camps of the Christian world. It looked like 
the centuries-old clash between the crescent and the cross 
had been replaced by the clash between capitalism and 
communism. Consequently, Europe's age-old enemy, Islam, 
appeared as a force on which an alliance agains} commu- 
nism could be built. My generation, which grew up in the 
NATO era, perceived this atmosphere to be a natural 
alliance and one that would continue to go forward. You 
know, our place was alongside the West. 


When communism ceased to be a threat, the changing 
balances in the alliance brought about a return to the 
system that existed prior to communism. Christian ene- 
mies made brotherly peace, they forgave each other and 
again recalled their common enemy, Islam. Actually, this 
memory had never been forgotten: 1t had merely been 
shelved for a while. 


The old East Bloc countries and the West al! have the same 
cultural roots, the same religious culture, and the same 
traditions, anyway. Their names, customs. religious days, 
and practices are one. The rebonding was immediate. 


The West needs an enemy to take the place of communism. 
Islam fills the essence of the concept of a traditional enemy 
ihat will stress the West's own identity. This 1s the reason 
behind the West's erroneous naming of the war between the 
Serbs and Bosnians as the war between the Serbs and 
Muslims. Likewise, the notion of the Serbian soldiers that 
they are fighting the Ottomans 1s tied to this 


In these circumstances, Turkey's Muslim identity and 
Ottoman past as the respected “Sword of Islam” take on 
a special significance. No strategy can be devised while 
ignoring this reality. The historical goal of Turkey's 
integration with the West must not be abandoned, but 1s 
well to remember when formulating policy that Turkey ts 
not “western.” 


Internal, External Challenges to Country Seen 
NC1002221695 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 7 Feb 95 p B2 


{Article by Nuri Isik: “Turkey: To Reconstruct or Not, 
That is the Problem”} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] As the world ts having global 
changes, Turkey faces challenges the likes of which 11 has 
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rarely seen. The Soviet Union is gone, replaced by 
anxious poverty-stricken people, diverse nationalities 
and regional instability. To the south and east, Islamic 
fundamentalism is presenting a threat to democracy in 
several countries. 


Turkey is at the fulcrum of this change. It is a literal and 
figurative bridge from Europe to Asia, from West to 
Islam, from North to the South, from rich to poor, yet it 
is being neglected by the West, which is preoccupied with 
the former Soviet Union and the Middle East peace 
process 


The problems facing Turkey can scarcely be listed in a 
few columns of type, much less elaborated. Inflations is 
at over 140 percent. Internal strife is endemic. Some 
Kurdish groups are calling for autonomy and the Kurdi- 
stan Worker's Party (PKK) has been waging a terrorist 
campaign against the military. It recently extended its 
campaign to Istanbul and the civilian population. 


Islamic fundamentalism is surging; the Islamic party 
took 20 percent of the vote in the spring local elections 
and is administrating the major cities. Corruption is rife 
within the state controlled economic enterprises (SEEs) 
and local governments. The political system is continu- 
ously failing to produce effective governments or enact 
much needed legislations. The ordinary people of Turkey 
are fed up and puzzled to see marginal political parties 
struggling to take power to govern the country. 


If conditions inside the country were not bad enough, it is 
surrounded by other problems. To the south, the plight of 
the Kurds from the north of Iraq added to the Turkish 
government's image problem in the wake of the Gulf war. 
The unresolved problem of Cyprus and the dispute over 
the continental shelf still haunts Turkish-Greek relations. 
There is no love lost between the Turks and Armenians, 
who still accuse the Turks of genocide in 1913. 


Most significant, perhaps, is the regional instability 
caused by the Soviet breakup. Tens of millions of Turkic 
speakers live in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 
and other republics. As they cast themselves adrift from 
the former Soviet Union, they are searching for identity 
and purpose. To that end, leaders of all these republics 
occasionally visited Ankara in the recent years and 
unfortunately achieved nothing but frustration. 


Turkey has a major role to play in providing leadership and 
support for the southern Soviet republics, and, to its credit, 
has to play the role of mediator in the yet unresolved 
Armenia- Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Chechnya disputes. But 
Turkey itself needs to be anchored to the West, with 
commitments to uphold and economic partners that will 
share the fruits and labour of trade and investment. 


All of Turkey's existing political parties, except the Islamic 
fundamentalists, support membership in the European 
Community, which ts not likely to happen soon. 


The politics of security also work against the country. Its 
position as key NATO member is less significant now 
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that the Soviet empire is gone. Security has become a less 
tangible commodity and priorities are being reordered in 
Europe and across the globe. 


To Restructure the System? 


Turkey now has the historical perspective needed to 
assess the wider changes that should take place. One 
obvious conclusion emerges; the process of European 
unification is now irreversible and Turkey should stay on 
the course of Westernization, participate in the Euro- 
pean custom union and prepare itself for eventual EC 
membership. The new democratic concepts, the new 
political system to produce effective governments and 
new measurements for steady economic growth are the 
main goals for the country to absorb the global changes. 
It is an undeniable fact that a new political system has to 
be introduced to improve economic life and human 
rights conditions which will change the country’s image 
as perceived by the outside world. Unlike the majority of 
politicians, ordinary people in Turkey are fully aware of 
the need for the radical changes that will also improve 
their day to day lives and their prospect of fulfillment. 


The existing system is based on a very “centralized” 
administration which is on the verge of collapse due to 
the country’s ever increasing workload which is, in turn 
leading to noneffective or weak solutions. Ironically. the 
majority of administrative work can be done locally and 
more effectively without the need for government 
approval in Ankara. 


Geographically, Turkey is divided into seven regions 
which have individual social, economic, industrial and 
agricultural patterns. They cannot be likened to cach 
other and put into the same mold any more. The answer 
to this is “decentralization.”” A new regional administra- 
tive system in the form of local governments has to be set 
up to release the years of pressure imposed on Ankara. 
This will, eventually, leave the government in Ankara to 
exercise its power and energy on more important issues 
like defence, foreign affairs, education, the health service 
and coordination of the regional administrations. Less 
advertised but an equally crucial point is a switch to a 
presidential system that should also be constituted rather 
than considered. 


Economic Life 


The 1980s began with an important change in Turkish 
economic life under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Turgut Ozal. Two decades of protection, a reinforced 
role for the state and self-government were gradually left 
behind. In their place an ambitious program was put in 
place to open the economy to market forces and foreign 
capital. Ozal’s aim was to unchain the Turkish economy 
from detailed government regulation and intervention 
and unleash market forces. he also aimed to solve some 
other problems such as stagnant economic growth, 
decreasing investments, rising unemployment, excessive 
inflation, a large balance of payments deficit and an 
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unmanageable deht burden. The radical and sudden 
change in Turkish economic life in the 1980s was rather 
painful but a necessary step to take towards relieving 
Turkey's critical structural deficiency. Unfortunately, 
Ozal’s economic reforms and his importance were not 
best understood by Turkish intellectuals until soon after 
his sudden death. 


Professor Tansu Ciller, to her credit, tried to continue 
the half cast reforms but achieved little due to a weak 
coalition government and support. She believes that a 
much more thoughtful mood prevails as the economy 
makes a great effort to adapt and a radical shake out is 
still under way. Her government launched an economic 
austerity program in April last year and has promised to 
its creditors that it would: 


- further strengthen public finances 

- decelerate monetary expansion 

- maintain a flexible exchange policy 

- increase domestic savings and tourism revenue 
- decrease the inflation rate 

- moderate wage increases 

- invite foreign capital and technology 

- increase exports 

- balance the payments deficit 


It is rather unfortunate that her program has not 
achieved much and deviated from its goal. Since then, 
the psychology of depression and expectation of inflation 
has not faded away and the early optimism which 
prevailed in both government and business circles has 
substantially gone. 


Her several attempts to privatise the State Economic 
Enterprises were somewhat blocked by the opposition 
and by the Court of Constitution simultaneously. Lack 
of a strong government and a stable environment were 
not the only reasons for the failure of the programme. 
Detailed regulations, strong and durable protectionism, 
an unliberalised import regime, lack of full support and 
the country’s frequent election system are the other 
major reasons to blame for the unfortunate failure. Huge 
military expenditure for the Southeast has also made 
balancing the paymenis deficit impossible. 


Unconditional liberation of the economy from detailed 
government regulations and intervention, unleashing 
market forces, unconditional privatisation of the SEES, 
liberalizing the import regime, introducing new taxation 
and leaving government subsidies and protectionism 
behind, requires much stronger governments. A radical 
change in the political system in order to produce sirong 
and effective governments is crucial and the answer to 
this, is the reconstructing of the system based on the 
principles of a ‘decentralized’ administration. 
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Human Rights 


Turkey, in the eyes of Western Countries, has a bad 
reputation for keeping and respecting human rights 
conditions in the country. It is an undeniable fact that 
this issue is constituting a major obstacle for Turkey’s 
crucial and speedy integration with the West, Trying to 
combat the “bloodiest terrorist organization” of the 
world while respecting human rights in the troubled 
region is not easy. 


Unfortunately, strong military action against ruthless ter- 
rorism produces little but devastated towns, burnt villages 
and the death of thousands of young people with sad and 
sorrowful families. The State should reconsider the condi- 
tions in the region and should produce a new policy fora 
lasting peaceful solution. It is a historically proven fact 
that the Turks and Kurds are an inseparable two nations. 
Two thirds of Kurds are living in the west of Turkey with 
peace and no discriminatory act imposed against them. 
The same peaceful settlement or reconciliation can be 
established in the Southeast with a little bit of flexibility 
and an understanding approach by the State. 


The human rights dilemma of the ordinary people living 
in the Southeast is a completely separate issue to tackle 
than combating the separatist upsurge and is relatively 
easy to solve. The Turkish constitution has never been 
built on preferences nor on ethnic differences. By oper- 
ation of law, every citizen of the country is treated the 
same regardless of their status or ethnic differences. This 
works perfectly well and there has never been a single 
case or complaint that indicates otherwise. But, on the 
other hand, the existence of ethnic differences that was 
totally ignored in the Constitution unbalances the 
human rights. There are some other deficiencies in the 
Constitution and in the law making process of the 
elected parliament which must be openly and progres- 
sively exposed. This can effectively be done by a newly 
setup nongovernmental! and nonpolitical organization 
based on a wide range of participant members. The 
Organization or the new movement should seek to pro- 
tect human rights and freedom, to observe and promote 
cultura! identities, encourage democratic reforms, orga- 
nize seminars and, most importantly, prepare proposals 
for legislative actions on its own initiatives. 


Turkey is a hive of potential: yet it is not best appreci- 
ated by the existing system parties. The country needs 
new generations of political parties and the recent for- 
mation of such a party is a good and hopeful sign. 


On the other hand, the movement towards the recon- 
struction process, in line with democratic reforms, needs 
a wide range of support from the individuals who should 
undertake their fair share of the duty of solidarity 
towards everyone else in the country. At a time when 
skepticism is permeating political and intellectual 
debate, it is not too late to mobilize the consciences and 
energies of the people to give the country the moral and 
cultural jolt it needs. Once the crucial “reconstruction’ 
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process is completed, most of the existing problems of 
the country, including the human nghts dilemmas, will 
be left behind. 


One last message to the West, Turkey has observer status 
in the West European Union, but this is little consolation 
for a country with so many obstacles and so much at stake. 
Turkey should be a ful! member in this western union. 
Western leaders have a history of ignoring pivotal coun- 
tries at pivotal moments in history. Turkey is in such a 
position. Better to include it in the Western political and 
economic sphere now before it spins out of control. 


Turkey deserves better. 


Politicians Said Expecting Military Coup 
9SESOO8SA Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
17 Jan 95 p § 


[Article by Zulfu Livaneli: “Is a Fourth Coup on the Way?”} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Mesut Yilmaz has said there 
could be another 12 March. 


He described this as the military's providing “unpopular 
guidance.” 


But the 12 March we remember was not a matter of 
“unpopular guidance,” it was an outmght military coup. 


With retroactive laws, state-of-emergency courts, mass 
arrests, torture, and executions, it met all the criteria for 
a military coup. 


What makes that era seem different from other military 
coups to Mesut Yilmaz is the fact that Parliament 
continued to function and a window-dressing govern- 
ment remained in power. 


This is supposed to have given the regime a quas- 
idemocratic face. 


We have lived with this mistake for years. 


Turkey's political class thinks that its freedom is the 
same as the country’s freedom. 


If there is nothing to stop a few thousand politicians in 
Ankara from going about their political wheeling and 
dealing in the corridors of Parliament and hotel lobbies 
and from raising their hands in Parliament, like children 
in primary school, then they think “there is democracy 
in the country'” 


Thousands of unsolved crimes, a people groaning under 
oppression, widespread torture, political death ver- 
dicts—none of this can spoil that “democracy.” 


They have their freedom. That is the law, that is rights. 


It seems that they are the people's representatives; if they 
have the freedom to make politics, it means the country 
is also free. 


Turkey has suffered a great deal from the midwives of 
politics in Ankara. It continues to do so today. 
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The main opposition leader has talked about a veiled 
coup being on the way. 


I could not believe my ears when a member of the govern- 
ment told me in a recent private conversation, “It looks as 
if the military is coming! There is no other solution!” 


The man who said this was a cabinet minister. 


That is all very well, but why do those politicians who think 
that a coup is on the way not take steps to put the system 
back in order and overcome the political gridlock? 


It is clear what needs to be done: Change the electoral 
law to provide for two-round elections and hold a fair 
election. 


It is impossible to understand why they still have not 
apg”. ed to a two-round electoral law! 


\ iat logical reason is there for not agreeing on this 
measure, which would ensure poltical stability and 
strengthen the center parties? 


Instead of hesitating, citing the military threat, the 
politicians should first do their own duty. 


If Turkey holds a two-round election this year, there will 
be no military coup of any sort; but if they keep up this 
gridlock and ““me-you” squabbling, they will be the ones 
asking for a coup. 


MHP’s Turkes Seen Trying To Moderate Image 


95ES0073A Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
1] Jan 95 p 2 


[Article by Froukje Santing: “Turkes Wants To Appear 
Moderate”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text} Nationalist Action Party [MHP] 
Chairman Alparslan Turkes had breakfast yesterday 
with foreign journalists working in Turkey. Turkes, who 
declared his party’s candidacy to form a new govern- 
ment, frequently repeated the words “human rights” and 
“democracy,” spoke of the dangers of “religious funda- 
mentalism,” and insisted that fascism is dead. Turkes’s 
answers to the foreign journalists’ questions can be 
summarized as follows: 


1) Q: Is there a Kurdish problem in Turkey? 


Turkes: There is no Kurdish problem; there is a Workers 
Party of Kurdistan [PKK] problem. To eliminate the 
PKK, we have to wipe out the camps that are outside the 
country. If I come to power, I will give the PKK, ai the 
most, one year to live. We have to set up a special 
network to oppose them. 


2) Q: Will this network have a military branch? 
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Turkes: Some things have to be kept secret. 


3) Q: Would you enter into a coalition with the Pros- 
perity Party [RP]? 


Turkes: Don’t sell your fish before you catch them. 


4) Q: You depicted all neighboring countries as our 
enemies. 


Turkes: No, I merely said that Greece, the Greek Cypriot 
sector, and Syria are supporting the PKK. However, we 
are not enemies with Russia, and we are seeking friend- 
ship with Armenia. 


At the press conference held by MHP Chairman 
Alparsian Turkes in the blue room of the Ciragan Palace, 
one lost all sense of the historic building’s Ottoman 
splendor and period atmosphere. The blue walls of the 
room highlighted the MHP’s crimson red banners. 


Turkes began by saying, “Today Turkey, at a very 
important juncture in its history, is battling both internal 
and external enemies. This is not new for Turkey; the 
problem lies in the West's lack of understanding of 
Turkey. Europe, of which we have been a part for 200 
years, does not understand the dimensions of our 
struggle today and the intrigues we are subjected to. Our 
western and American friends, granted they are well- 
intentioned, are inclined to see things strictly from the 
standpoint of democracy, human rights, and their own 
strategic interests; whereas there are also the dangers of 
ethnic separatism that threaten our very existence.” 


The MHP of Turkes believes that its personal duty is to 
correct the West’s misunderstanding of Turkey. Conse- 
quently, the more important function of the MHP in 
politics is stated thus: “The MHP is a contender for 
power and consists of a cadre of law-abiding members 
who believe in nonracist peaceful nationalism. The 
MHP will play an important role in the domestic politics 
of Turkey.” 


A veil of mist, however, hangs over the means the MHP 
will employ to solve the country’s problems. Turkes can 
hold forth for hours on the highly specialized subject of 
developments in the Caucasus, but he cannot give 
Straight answers to questions about domestic problems, 
such as the economy and the threat of religious funda- 
mentalism. The question that comes to my mind is, “Is 
this man who defends democracy and human rights the 
‘Fuhrer’ (Basbug] of yesteryear who could move the 
masses to action?” 


Turkes’s political charm lost its currency due to overuse; 
it simply wore out. If you look at how his party received 
only 10 percent support in the public opinion polls, this 
hardly makes him a savior of the nation. The position of 
the MHP is not all that different from the other parties; 
i.e. the view that the majority of the problems in Turkey 
come from the outside. 


Turkes’s party, in fact, is sliding toward the center—an 
example of a tendency observed elsewhere in the world 
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in recent years. It may be that Turkes, concealing his true 
identity, is trying to amass votes the way the Prosperity 
Party is doing. Perhaps this is what the MHP leader’s 
new identity is all about! 


My own opinion is that Turkes has been forced to change 
his image because of changing circumstances around 
him. As part of an effort to show himself as being more 
moderate, one consideration was to hold a breakfast 
meeting with foreign journalists. 


New Poll Places Prosperity Party First 


9SES0068A Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
5 Jan 95 p 14 


[News Center: “Prosperity Party Enters the New Year in 
the Lead”]} 


[FBIS Translated Text] A country-wide public opinion poll 
conducted by the Market Research Center [PIAR] and the 
Gallup Organization for MILLIYET has revealed that the 
Prosperity Party [RP] is the number-one party among 
voters. Trailing the RP are the Democratic Left Party 
[DSP], the Motherland Party [ANAP], and the True Path 
Party [DYP], in that order. The Social Democratic Populist 
Party [SHP] received fewer votes than the Nationalist 
Action Party [MHP]. The results of the poll, in which the 
DYP and the ANAP lost considerable voter support in 
comparison with the results of our September poll, show 
that the voters do not trust any of the leaders. 


Characteristics of the poll are the following: 
1) Organization conducting the poll—PIAR/Gallup: 
2) Sponsor of the poll—MILLIYET; 


3) Purpose of the poll—To discover the public's political 
agenda and party preferences; 


4) Methodology of the poll—Quantitative polling tech- 
nique using One-on-one interviews, 


5) Poll sampling—1,014 persons 19 years old or above 
living in 11 provinces and representative of the popula- 
tion of Turkey (Note that a preliminary sampling figure 
was decided upon in accordance with what was necessary 
to eliminate any errors that might occur owing to the 
New Year holiday, and a total of 1.200 people were 
slated to be interviewed. 1,014 samplings had actually 
been evaluated by the end of the operation); 


6) Method of sampling—Random sampling. 


7) Field and office audit—The validity of 25 percent of 
the polling samples was checked; 


8) Period of time during which the polling took place— 
31 December to 2 January 1995; 


9) Reliability limit and margin of error—95 percent reli- 
able with a margin of error of plus or minus 3.2 percent. 
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According to the poll conducted for MILLIYET by the 
PIAR/Gallup polling organization, if an election were 
held today, the RP would again take the lead by gar- 
nering 22.4 percent of the total vote, followed by the 
DSP with 18.8 percent. 


According to the polling results, the vote percentage of the 
ANAP fell to 17.6, while the ruling DYP’s percentage fell 
to 15.7 percent, and the percentage of the DYP’s coalition 
partner, the SHP, fell to 8.1 percent. The MHP, on the 
other hand, increased its percentage to 10.4 percent. 


When voters were asked, aside from their own preferences, 
which party would win the most votes if a general election 
were held today, more than one quarter replied: “The 
Prosperity Party [RP] will receive the most votes.” This 
finding revealed that the RP’s balloting potential among 
voters has grown much greater than it had been previously. 
On this question, the ANAP trailed the RP with 21 
percent, followed by the DYP with 20 percent, which led to 
speculation that either the ANAP or the DYP, whichever ts 
stronger, will be chosen by the voters in the coming 
elections. The big difference between the number of those 
saying, “I'll vote for the DSP,” and the estimates on how 
many votes the DSP can actually win, points to the lack of 
confidence people feel in Ecevit’s party. 


Voters Are Looking for a Leader 


One of the poll’s findings reveals that, when voters were 
asked which political leader can deal with Turkey's 
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problems, the majority of them showed that they lacked 
confidence in al! of the leaders. Among those polled, 16.4 
percent answered, “No single !eader can solve our prob- 
lems.” Another 15.9 percent wished RP leader Nec- 
mettin Erbakan well, while 15.2 percent favored Bulent 
Ecevit. ANAP leader Mesut Yilmaz was able to garner 
14 percent, while Prime Minister Tansu Ciller took | 2.9 
percent. MHP leader Alparslan Turkes was popular with 
8.4 percent of the voters, while young and dashing Cem 
Boyner was still at 5.3 percent of the total. Thus, all of 
the leaders received fewer votes than their parties would 
be able to receive. Only Boyner emerged as a leader who 
is more reliable and popular than his still newly forming 
YDH [New Democracy Movement]. These findings, 
however, when placed beside the results of MILLIYET's 
own recently published poll of “Boyner’s Popularity,” 
show that, although Boyner 1s an extremely popular 
political figure, he has still not passed the leadership test. 
As you may recall, in the last poll Boyner appeared to be 
more popular than both Ciller and Yilmaz. 


MILLIYET last published a country-wide poll on voter 
preferences on 10 September 1994. In the intervening 
four months, the RP has retained its percentage of the 
vote and taken on the distinction of the number-one 
party. The ANAP and CHP [Republican People’s Party] 
have both sustained moderate losses, while the DYP has 
been hit by a heavy loss, and the SHP by a dramatic loss. 
The MHP, on the other hand, has seen a moderate 
increase, while the DSP has had a notable increase. 
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